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[that 'you\'ujon' trial have found true; That 
| jthe moſt promiſing contents of this liſe,] 
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Vertuous Lady '. Anu: 

SUSAN CECILL., 

Grace and peace be multipli-J 
JESUS;CHRIST. 


| Madam, | 
Relation Be He ſweet taſte 1 have| 
$&*33 44 of your Latyſhips' 
love te the bet things, | 
We Pall encouraged me\|. 
=  hmbly to preſent this 

ED little TratF unto you.\! 
What Solbmon-- ſpeaks from expertznce.| 


are” vanity "and vexation of Spirit. 
Our wiſe and mercifull Father dqth, uſually, 
thus imb-tter the ſweeteſt things of this wor ldl 
#2 fo 


—— 


—-” Ye — 


ee nn < IS 


': © i" Se 


Fees, : 


| |[{to 145,that we may the more cordially relijh,| 
: {2nd fervently ſeck after that full fats fying,\ | 
EI everlaſting ſmeetne's and comfort, which| 
is in Communion with Chriſt our heavenly 
Husoand, in whom all fulneſs of conſolation; 
| | Idwellr? A drop of this tranſcendent fulneſs 
| || your Laayſhip ( 1hope ) ſhall find diſtilled 
| i} to your /oul, by reading this little worke| | 
bl jrow com? to your hands; which like Aqua] | 
| [Vitz, ſhall cheere and revive your (ad 
| ſpirit, when-reaay to faint: Fainting per- 
Fi} 1075, carry [ittle bottles of reviving liquids 
EF la/mays about them, if your Ladyſhip ſhall | 
| | ink fit co make this litle tratt your pock | | 
#  Iret-C 0mpanion, and pernſe a hittle of it | 
By |/{211, when you feel ſoule-qualmes to ſeize, | 
E | jpon you; you [ball find ( Ttruſt) through|| 
J the bleſſing of Chrift, much eaſe and com-|' 
4 ifort 3 and ſo ſpend and end your aged dayes|\ 
Fi |: more true ſolace of heart, than yet you 
 15avc donie-your primeſt dayes of : flouriſhing|| 
if -4y6uth. | The accompliſhing of this, is the|| 
I I/ncere and holy aime of your much oblige 
El {ephew, in this by firſt offering to publik | 
[| bn VIEW, : 
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. **"The Epſtle Dedicatory. Fer 


" Diew, Which ſimple aime, that the Lord 

may graciouſly anſwer to your Ladyſhips| 
comfort here, and eternal happineſſe hereaf-| 
ter, 1fhall ſtill continue my prayer (though| 
here I end my Epiſtle) that the Lord will 
ſtill attend this my poor endeavor with his 
rich blefing, to all the partakers thereof | 

\and in ſpecial to you. R 


| F 
Your moſt obliged Nephew 


NICHOLAS LOCKYER, 
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Chriſtian Reader. 


FDJOmmunion. with Chriſt is ourj 
LV happineſs.in this World, and in! 
the World to come : . that which} 
j makes every ſweet thing ſweet, and; 
| every ſweet thing ſweeter, With this; 
 ſw:ert ſubje&@ is this little Tract NOW 
| come-rothy hand taken up. Poor fal- 
en manis-(till corhplaining-of one want] 
 'or other, and when the thing is gi-| 
; ven. which hee longed for, yet his ſoul 
15 as farre from content, . as before} | 
like to-a childe.that cryes for this and}: 

that, and, yer when hee hath what he] 

cryed for, contigues crying ſtill, and] 
| \cannot tell well what he would have. 
All our want is this,the want: of Com- 
muniqn with Chriſt: this 15 the cauſe 
of all;.,complaints , the: infelicicie oh 
wy ſoul, the ſum of mans miſery, 
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To the Reader. 
here and hereafter, but poor blind 
manſees it not, and. therefore com- 
plains of twenty things; twenty miles| 
at this fide his dieaſe;and ſo ſpends his| 
days in labour and ſorrow, and yet loſes 
happinefle, both here and hereafter 
too. A full fruition of Chrift,is full fer 
Micitie: a-full fruition of an ny thing be-| 
low Chriſt, without Chriſt, 'is © or 
jranity and .vexation 'of ſpirit The 
more then, -O fallen man,thou cant} 
foet into communion! with thy God! | 

che: more will 'thy-great loffe be re-| | 
| paired,chy complaining ſoul ſarisfied.! 
and thy tranquillitie ſctled upon thee: 
29410” Hunt nor-then-after riches, 
/honours,* -pleafures, -and: ſach: like low, © 
Jeliohts of ſonnes of: men »withy this 


deluded miſtaken world; whieh lies 
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theſe: | but ſtady and ſtrive afrer aneer- 
er communion -- with ' Chriſt : - che | 
ne xr'way to ger inolt in with him, is! 
Il jthe ſpeedy way entoall'happineſs': ſo] | 
l * h as cou canſt get of his compan 
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To the' Reader, Le, 
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ſo much art thou in Heaven. How prex, 


Iczous 'are thy:3hought's unto'me, 0 God, 


- panion to the King of Kings : this 


how great is*the ſwmme of thews't If 1 

ould count them, they 'are more 1n num» 
ber then the ſand: when 1 awake 1am 
ſtill with thee,Pſal. 134. 17, 18. 
| This is Heaven upon earth , and 
that true Nobilitie and Honour, which 
we ſhould be all ambircious after; to 
lloſe our ſpirits in God, What an un- 
ſpeakable fcliciry is it, to be ſtill withy: 
God in'our thoughts? -This ennobles 
the ſpirit of man, and makes it a com=: 


F4 


'oives evenneſs and ſteadineſs to a mans 


courſe ; and makes him walk in all 
the ways of God blameleſs-:-this grves 
'tranquillity to a mans ſpirir,and makes 
/hjim unmoveable inthe mid( of feares: 
{chis gives bread in famine, drink 
drought, peace in warr, health 1 
iſicknels, life in death. Devore th 
Tfelf therefore to Chriſt, that be may 
idevote himſelf to rhee - and as a poor 
{medium 0: communion,make uſe (ifchol 
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| jand make the poor. Pen-man, a con-| 
| ;Nant ſharer in thy prayers. «ao 


© any good, giveglory to God ; 


Thine in Chriſt, 


Theophilas Philanthropus, Y 
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leaſe Jof his enſuing Treatiſe, Tf 
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| Militant. 


earth, as a comforter. 


Tra&. 


= Has the Church Alita nt of 


IS C brift, fhall 208 be left comfort- 


I es) | leſs, cecanſe Chrift will com 1o| - 
& Page 5]+ 


p; * her, 
That Chriſt oth come to his Church 


| 


ons. 


P-27,0. 
Why Chriſt will come to his church upon 


P.21.Oc, 


Wicked me 


wer come to them. Pp. 35,&c, 
Laughter is one thing, and ſpiritual 
onfolatio another. P37. 


How 
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How Chriſt doth eoms to his church _ ; 


Heant, 10 comfort her in all hom 4 
When Chrift comes to his diſcon Fate 3 


[er as 4 comforter. 


on all live and dy comfort-| © 
{leſs, facaſe © Chriſt as « comforter will ne- 
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Aff  - The Contents. 


|zn proſperity nor in adverſity, 4s a comfor-J\t 


[comforter to come to them, p-43,&c| 
[ Þ. Hſeful inſteudtions 10 ſtrong men, antl} | 


'þ © Zbegreat needof this, '; © Path. 


|. Srrong men in Chrift, after they have: 
fade 41 [are to them(elwes, that the tkue 


]!Þar they may'ever enjoy his ſweet compa- 
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. How Chrift. doth come to the wicked in 
Chriſt. will come to the wicked," neutber| 
fer, | ; P+ 40) OF. | 
How wicked men may get Chriſt as 4 


40 babes in Chriſt, _+$ - P41 | 
. Strong yen in Chriſt, that ſay Chriſt as] \ 
4. comforter is come to them, ſhould make it| | 
ſure to themſelves, that they are not de-' 
luded, | P.4 G\\! 


Þ "How a man may know that tit is Chrift | 
Indeed and no {pirit of delufion, which ts 


romfort 15 come to them, ſhould ſo walke 


| 
WIT MALL DOLER HOEITAS  - P5333 
_ How Chriſtians may [owalk as tocnjoy 
Chrift as a comforter continially TA p,54) 

Babes jnChriſt which never found Chriſt, 
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-3M|that Chriſt will come to them, - \p61.|. 
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fichews as corforter, enſwered. p. 62] 


{l_ ow have loft him, ſhould labony to be ſenfs-| 


=  The-Contents — 
45 a comforter to come to them,fhould belteve|.. 


Their objettions againſt Chriſt coming to : 


Babes in Chriſt that never foundChriſt a: 
4 comforter come to them, ſhould patiently 
wait till Chriſt thus come to them.  'y» 64]. 
© Several conſiderations very powerfull 
to wake the Soul ts wait patiently nll Chriſ : 
as 4 comforter come io him, Pp» 65] 

Babes in Chriſt, whch never yet found|- 
Chriſt as a comforter to come to them, ſhoula| 
obſerve how Chriſt comes with comfo1t to} 
the ſoul, and not pat him off. p- 72] 


Babes in Chriſt, which have forums : 


Chriſt as a comforter to come to thems'that| 


ble of theiy loſs. P. 74,0%c|| 

Such ſhould not blame Chriſt for depar-|| 
ting as 4 comforter from them, p77. 6}; 
 * Meanes how ſuch Babes in Chriſt, ay 


a\ gt their comforter to retnrne agaimtothem| 


| p. 79: 
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The Contents, 
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2. Tim 4 ; Verſe 22. 


-SPIrIt. © | 
"To have the Lord Feſus Chrift ith on 


By, P-8 


| [with men, corperall and fpirituall, Jepoal 
y meerly ſpirituall, 


: | 46 <S upon earth, rs commune or jpctiall, 
P-$55 Fc 
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| P72 | P87. 
W || 92jeions to the contrary, anſwered. 


To have Chriſt ſpecially preſent with ory 


> 
Fa 0 
Pr 


p.91, fc 


without ſpirits 3 is the ready me) #6 eternal 


li x Grice, i 4 prime and principal bleſ- 


Ta have Chrift ſpecially preſent with 0u7 
ſpirits, - ts the-ready way to all temporall, 


Ji wm P-88,0c| 


To have Chrift after a, ſpecial! gab 


3. 


There is a double Preſence of Chriſt 


» wat 
The ſpirit»all preſence of Chrif wit 


Tg 


| 00d, *Þ.95 » 


onr ſpirits is a great evil * P 97. 


lt. A. 
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Not ts have Chrif ſpecialh pre ent with | 


Wherein| 


? 1 rite. is the way to ath {ptr wait 00d © 
Wn | 


Il 
—|l 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thy 
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thylpaly confif, 299,06, 


Uh 


Iipreſent with onr ſpirits, P. 107.6 


The Contents» 3 
Wherein this erand evil doth 5c. 


—— 
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How to know whether Chriſt be ſpecially 
How to get Chriſt to be ſpeedily preſent 
with our ſpirits, p.112,0c. 
Men that finde Chrift ſpecially pre- 
ent with their ſlirits, ſhould thank- 
ully acknowledge this great favour ' 


& 115,0c, 
Sweh ſhould labour to keep Chrift with 
heir ſpitits, P.I18 


According to what operations, 4 man 
may loſe the preſence of Chriſt, p.' 
| 119,06. 
Chriftians ſhould labour to get Chrif 
as mucs prefent with their ſpirits as may, 
be : and how this may be done: ſee page|. 
121,1220'c 

Comfort againſl the Sword, Plague,| 
Famine, Pins: and the bike, ari-|\ 
ſeth to thew which have Chrift ſpeci- 


# Chriſt; 


ally preſent with their ſpirits, p.125,| 
128,0c. > 


_— —_— 


_——_— 
he mt... þ 


OTOL IP Ot, POOR oo nor en | Ar gg 


43x 


!| His Church Militant. 


7 will not leave Jou comfortleſs ; 1 will, 


JEHriſt and his Church are deat) 
each ro other the truth of thiy 
is at large - manifeſt in this] 


O 


With 


4 > 


ets - 


Jour 14. verſ, 18, 


Chapter. Chriſt as a heavenly} 


a 


Husband,..being to leave hig earthly 
Spouſe ; to wit, his Church Militant} 
and tolive' with his Father at. his right 
hand in glory, with his Church triuin-' 
phant, endeayoureth with various ver+ 


ſes 
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«i Chriſt's Communion with 


he perceived was much. dejetted. Th 


W (iz one of chem: 7 will not leave Jos cons: 
| Ifortleſs, I will come to you. ln.moreword 


l [Lrlly in the valley ; nay,as 4 Lilly (indeed, 
uy [4rmong thorns I ſhall lea: thee ; the Prince 

| ff darkneſs dwelling in the chilaren of 
ood; will endeavor to devoure thee : 


o6 [ſolation : for 1 will not ltave thee comfort 
1 eſs, 7 will come tothee. 


F 
: 
4 


[weet friends continually come to me 
there 2 *Tis a priſon and no' better we a- 


ker'd we are with many luſts, and groan 
| DS we 


Fa 
i 
4 
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ſes of this chapter, to comfort the ſac 
f-piric of his beloved Spouſe, which 


Verſe which 7 have choſen to infilt on;}Þh 


C jlet me repeac this verſe again. Thou, © 
| [79 Love, my Dove, my fair One, art ſad 1 
ſee, and diſconſolate at my d:parture ! As 4 


Sons of Belial will beſet thee, perſecnte"andl 
rorment thee, as they have done me befort 
hee : but be not at this diſmayed, 0 faireſi| 
i of women | dejedted, as on? withont all con-j 


"What 'diffetence is there between a 
Priſon-houſe; and mins 'own -heuſe, if 


lbide in, whilſt we dwell in the body: fer-| Y 


ft 


JIE a bady of death; and O wretched 


{teons of clay, if ng friend from Heaven 


Iy nor ſoul; whilſt in-this world; car the] - 


[ihus in Hel];,upon; earth, ſhall quick) 


Ta Church Militant. [7 2 
he tyranny. and oppreſſion 


actin 


fe do, under t 


nen that weare, dwelling in theſedun-] 


ome tous? *Tis true, O-my Spouſe,what 
ou ſayſt ; and therefore that thy dwel- 
ng iti the:boly may not be com fortleſs, 
will come to thee. I will not leave thee| 
wfortleſs, I will come,&c. | 

The: body is a priſon;to the ſoul, and 
e world. is. & Hell to-both., The god of 
is world 15 4:devil,. and the children of 
is world devils,ts the Spouſe of Chriſt.| . 
[he father torments cher (pirit,;, and the] 
hildren torment ker fleſh, neither in; bo; 
pouſe of Chriſt be quiet. We that are | 
> comfortle(s, if no: friend from Hea; 
ren COMmeto;us-:.True;oh my Spouſe : bu 
0: prevent thiss..7 mi l{.come to thee. « From 
cayen.t0 Karth. (indeed) is a. long jourF 
Ney4: but yet this Tle nor Nang. ,qn,; ;.ra- 
6. Wen.chan.dhals be left comfortleſs,| 
| From 


[in any.condition uppn earch, .J-wil 


eaven 
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{ | men'!* rather cheri' thou: ſhatr be:com+J{ 
| {forrleſs 1 in ſuch a condition 3/1 will comeſfy 
BY! othee." . I 11103 16 Tek It 

Thou wilt come-to me Oy Saviour, 


11 Wilt :thou not wax wearyat laſt, andſ 


4 + hrifft's Communion with 
6H ; 94 —_ —# - 
Heaven come to thee. Letitbe wharl 


preacher twill, at what time *twal, andf} 


be at mid- -night chou need'ſt me,l will | 
come to thee, 7will not leave Jou com-lf 
fortleſs,T will cometo youl- l: 
AfﬀMlition hath made my friends up-ſf 
on earth forſake me, O'my Saviour !þþ 
wile: not thou my heavenly friend ol 


| jlerve me? What if the Devil caſt meſ 
EF [into priſbns wilt thous come 'to me} 
#Þ there: ? ' wiltchou viſiems when I tye in 
{a naſty toome;amonglt: naſtyewrerches. | 

| {that curſeand ſwear, which thou canſt 4 


Jme' in'/fith/ '@ priſon 5en-duys 2 2. long] 


not endure to heartYea;O faireſt of wo-Þl 


eiday,: but what if the Devil. keep 


Wo AJ Y 


me 2 ill the 5roz enter into 189 ſont? 


eave.coming to' me £\'No my love 
mreſolved to the contrary.{51will or Fi 


be 09d rhee comfortIeſs [OwillNcometo ther] | 


Whyſ 


"bis Church Militant. "1 


hatl Why, but what if Satan winnow 
andf|ne as wheat,and caſt me into ſin, which | 
willk Js more odious to thee then any priſon, 
0m- | [then any place, or any thing : wilt thou 
fJaor then ſhake me off for ever, and ne- 
ING come to me more 2 This, O faireſt 
Hof-women, may make me ceaſe com- 
nel ming to thee for 4 mement ; but no lon- 
jer : Fo I am reſolved not to [| /eave Ll! 
” bhee com ortleſs, 1 will come to thee, 
ZI rhe :. My, Text, you ſee, is Chriſts con 
So 1pugall promiſe'to his Spouſe,of all kind* 
ſs, during the time of his'perſona}* 
7O- [ibſcace. * The matter of this promile i | 
Ks |{nſolatory ; > the form according to}. 
rhich our Saviour exprefleth this con+| 
[{olatory language, is firſt negative z | 
rs pill not legue you comfortleſs. condly, } 
| affirmative.; I will come to you Theſe 
atter words contain' the © reaſon ,' 
| {har is delivered in the former; We 
ſcannot be comfortleſs; | becuuſe]; +| 
hriſt ſtill comes co us. And thus take; 


{fg thewords you may read chem thus]. 
al ; 2 4UtSs Se | 


aril 
to 
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viz. 1 will not leave you comfortle(s,(for) 

|will come to you. No. condition can be 
comfortleſs, if Chriſt cometo us. 
| 7 will wot leave you comfortleſs) Ove ipiou 
jos ipiris, 1 will not leave you fatherleſs and 
8 motherieſs,1 will not leave youOrphans, ſaith 
i [the Original, ##70-1iZaus, the word comes | 
WT from, chacis here tranſlated comfortleſs, jc 
© iwhich fignifies,to be made fatherlefs ang] | 
© imotherleſs; which becauſe. it is uſually] | 
"acondition very comfortleſs, therefore 
istheword thus rendred, 19; *comfort- 
eſs, Thus the Children of Chriſt ſhall] | 
not be left, TRF ATE no Orphays, whith |o 
ſhave Chrilt for their father. They ard [L 
[never, totally bereft of all comforc; £0 
Iwhom Chriſt comes; and thas he'willl [c 
{tull:do to. his Charch Militant, - Chriff | 
will-never.leaye coming from Heaven tg [co 
Earth, although ic be a very" long joury |V\ 
 [ney, as long as he hath anyone” child ſhi 
phe earth, 1 will not leave you comfort] [ou 
Weſs. . | -'!-&to 
 1will comt to you) Wepuerne/riue,, Tre 
tara to you,ſaith the Original: ſpoken y 
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- © his Church Militant. 7 


| the preſent Tenſe, and not in the Fu- 
& |care, [I ml] return to you, as we have 


it tranſlated, Ac ſi diceret Chriſtus (faith 


| Jone)ſe licet nondum profeitum jam efſe 
4 lin reditu. As if Chriſt had ſaid, al- 
thi ſchough Iam not yet gone from you. 
I lyvet I amreturned to you. Chriſt 
| |though not actually in perſon depart- 
d] ſed, yer was ready in ſpirit to be pre- 


ſent with his Spouſe to the end of the 
world, | 


Thus having paraphraſtically gone 


ul lover theſe words, I will put the plain 

meaning of them into this Theſis in 
d (Divinity, that the Church of Chriſt Mi- 
1 llitant fhall not be left comfortleſs becauſe 


Chriſt will come to her, Or thus, No 


Y Child of Chriſt upon earth ſhall be left 


comfortle[s, for Chriſt will come to him, 


4 |WhatChriſt ſpake at hisdeparture to 
id jhis Diſciples, was not for them only, 
ri4 [out for the comfort of all his pzop'e 


- $ſ|co the end of the world, In his Diſci- 


110 [that are or ever ſhall be upon the 


xe Fn he ſpake thus to all his children, 
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face of the earth, 1wil not Jeavy Jou C0 
fortleſs,I will come to you. | 
| - This comfortable doctrine that I 


will lay open unto you theſe four 

things : Firtt, that Chriſt doth come 
to his children upon earth. Secondly, 
* thow Chriſt doth come to his children! 
" juponearth. Thirdly, when Chriſt, 
\ jdothcome to his children upon earth-] 
- ILaſtly, why Chriſt will take ſo much' 
Paines, as to come to his children on; 
earth ? I begin with the firſt of theſe, 
to wit, that Chriſt doth come to his 
iChurch and children upon earth. The' 
r.uth of this jsevident þy ourSaviours 
own Janguage, and by each godly 
| {mans expcrience. | 

- |. Our Saviour, not only in my Text, 


ico come to his Church Militant, and 


therefure ſurely he doth come to his 
penple on earth; for Chriſt is God; 
and God cannot lie, nor repent, what 
- C hriſt 
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18 Chrifts Communion with I 


may fully and methodically handle, I| 


but in many other places promiſed| | 
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' Peach all Nations, Oc. teaching fo 0b- 
ſerve all things whatſoever I have com-f 


Icenderly confidered:and therefore that 


{2d; he aſſures them of his company un-j 


w Epi > 


- 


will faithfully performe to a tictle : 


aith the Apoſtle. Go therefore, and 


manded you,and lo I am with you always, 
even to the end of the world, Amen. 
Mar. 28. 19, 20, This place ſhews 


Ihis children upon earth ; and chat he 


For Miniſters ( of all men) to walke 
faithfully 1n their places, teaching 
their flock to obſerve [4h] things, that 
Chriſt hath given them in charge ; will 
coſt them hot water: eſpecially living 
in corrupt places, This our Saviour. 


hisDiſciples might not be diſhearten- 


to the-laſt, to ſupport and comfort 


ſchem. Zo 7 am with you to the end ofthe] 


| flo hint us, that what he ſpake 


world. Chriſt By his phraſe of ſpeech] 


PEE 


for faithfull is he that hath promiſed, 


is 25. es Moti » 
- 2, ny 
me. 
AE... - FE; 


Chriſt hath ſaid hewill do, thar he} "i 


— 


rapes thar Chriſt doth come to] 


will do this to the end of the wotld. |: 


z B 2 ſhould 
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" the world, that ever from the -be- 


E 4 Wo ſignifies 


ro Chrifts Communion wth || 


ſhould reach further than unto thoſe to]. 
 jwhom then he appeared, namely} 
\ fro all Miniſters and people to the end of 
| [rhe world, that ſhall faithfully diſcharge 
| ſth. jr places and calling co his honour, |] 
I might here tell you, that nor one+ 
ly Chriſts word,but alſo Chriſts name 
- Ifers forththe truth of this that Chriſt 
| lis with his Church Militant, and fo 
conſequently, that he doth come to 
her, He was called Emannel,which be- 
ing interpreted, 7s God with us, Mat. 
123. Which name was not only to 
note Chriſt as then corporally preſent 
with his Church: but to note Chriſt 
as one having actually aſſumed our 
Jnacure, and {o to be more gloriouſly 
preſent with hisChurch to the end of 


oinning after 4dams fall, Now as theſ] 
tfaid of her husband, as his name i, (0 
i he, Nabal « his name, and folly is with 
[him + ſo may the Spouſe ſpeak of 
ther Husband Chriſt ; as his name is, 
ſo is he. Er#axuel is his name, which 
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- biding with us. 
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his Church Militant. "| 
lignifies God with us, al (. indeed] 
is Chriſt, He is continually with 
us. What David ſaid of himſelf, in 
reſpect of Chriſt, that may we truly 
ſay of Chrſt, in reſpe& of us. Newver- 
theleſs (faith he) 1 am continually with 
thee ; thou haſt holden me by my right, | 
hand. Though Chriſt dwell in Hea-[* 
ven, and we on earth; yet neverthele(s 
he is continually coming to us,and a-| 


The godly have, and do find che) 
eruth of this by bicfled experience, 
which is the ſ:cond thing; and that! 
which Trather ivſiſt on, for the corfir-! 
mation of che truth in hand ; becaulc; _ 
againſt experience there 1$.no C1:pu- 
tation. Peter found the truth of this, 
that Chriſt comes to his childreti g9p01t | 
earth, that their condition may not! 
be comfortleſs. MHerod caſt Peter inc0} 
priſon, and thought to have made him! 
comfortleſs - but Chriſt cane to him;! 
as you may ſee. And behold (ſ2ith the; } 
Text) the Angell of the Lord came" «pon | 
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bim,and a Light ſhined in the priſon: ax 
{he ſmote Peter on the fide, and raiſed him| 
p, ſaying, Ariſe up quickly: and bil 
hains fell off from his hand. The Jews] : 
by a torr of ſtones thought ro have 
- imade Stephen comfortleſs, bur Chriſt] | 
comming to him prevented i, Chriſt 
| jfo gloriouſly came to him in that 
- {deadly ſtorm, that he found moreſ[ 
comfort ( I believe then ever he did 
_ [beforein his life : for for he looked up| 

{/tedfafily inta Heaven, and ſaw the| 
elory of God, and Felus landing at the| 
right hand of God « he ſaw the Heavens 
opened ready to receive him, which| 
\ [rranſcendently revived him : which] 

-{slorious viſton he could never have 
Keen had notChriſt come to him. Paal| 
hike wiſefound the truth of this point| 
when he had left Athens, and came to| 
preach to the Gentiles at Cor:7nth, He 
was very fearful what ſucceſs he 
ſhould findin hisMiniſtry amongſt the| 
darbarous Gentiles Noyw our tender| 
Saviour, that Pay! might not be over-| 
| borne] 
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borne with feare, and made heartleſs, l;, 
and comfortleſs, graciouſly comes to/ 
him ina viſion,as you may read, Then, 
ſpake the Lord to Paul by night inal 
[viſion, Be not afraid, but ſpeak, and hola! 
not thy peace; For I am with theez ana 
[70 man ſhall ſet onthee to burt thez, for 
|1have much peopte in this City, Thys ac 
another time Chriſt cam? to P a#- that} 
je might not be left comfortleſ*, 'v hen! 
[1e was pleading his cauſe before Ana-| 
ias, and like to be pull'd in pieces, 
Aud the night followine(ſaith rhe Text); 
the Lord flood by him, and ſail, Be of 
good cheere Paul, for as thou haſt teſtified 
of mein Feruſalem, fo muſt thou al '0 bear 
[witneſs at Rome. At another time, AFs| 

22. 11, Paul and Silas together had ex- 


comes to his Church Militant, As 
they were pouring out thzir { ules 
cogether in prayer, Chriſt wonderful-] 
ly came to them:he came in an Earth} 
quake, and made the foundations of the 
priſon, ſhake and ſo opened all the priſoni| 


aoares, 
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doors, and looſed every prioners bonds. 
Comfortable was Chriſts coming to 
Paul and Silas, but terrible to the Ga: 
oler; for he ſeeing in what manner] 
{Chriſt broke in and reſcued his fer- 
vant, would have killed himſelf; but] | 
"\Chrift came graciouſly co his ſoul al- 
ſo, andreſcuzd it out of the hands off 
th: Divel, Happy was it for this 
man, that Chriſtdid finiſh two works 
lin one journey; towir, come to Pal] | 
and Sas, and delivered their bodies| 
out of priſon: and withal come tof 
their Gaoler, and delivered his ſoul] | 
{out of priſon too. Inan Earth-quake 
came borh ro priſoners and Gaoler : for 
che Gaoler came trembling to the Pri- 
ſoners of hope, asa man in dſpair 
and fell down, ſaiththe Text, befor | | 
Pas! and Silas. *Tis no matter how|ſ 
Chriſt come to us, ſo he comfort us 
before he leave us. Thus 7 have 
{ſhewed to you, that Chrift doth come[ 
to his Church Militant. | 
The ſecond thing that 7 am to ſhew| 
you,| | 


A de 


Milicant, To this I will anſwer, Firſt, 


IDavid viſited and comforted Hann, 
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more particularly and fuily an'wer to 


his Church Militant. 15 


” qo” 


ou; for the opening ot the puiut z 15, 
10w Chriſt doth come to his Church} 


more generally, and briefly. : Second- 
ly, more particulary and fully.. .More 
oenerally and briefly, Tanſwer thus : 
Chriſt viſits his Church Militant; as 


to wit, meciately by his [pirit, as Da= 


I will pray the Father & he ſhall give you 
another comforter,that he may abide with 


truth, ] &c, Joh. 14. 16, 17. Peter 
fouad the truth of chis,thie Chriſt by 


Militant. Wile Peter thought -on the 
vi ſin, [ the Spirit ]ſaia unto him, be 
[hold three men ſeek thee- 

But in the ſecond pl:ce,that 7 may 


this queſtion; to wit, how Chriſt 
(oth com? to his Church Militant, t9 
comfort her in all conditions; 17 will 
[iy before you the general conditions 


Bs 
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\} 


vid cid mediately by his ſervants. And} * 
you for ever, even the {| Spirit of| 


Ihis Spirit com?s now to his Church] 
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- ;[Hall,then the devil by adamſell came! 


\jchart had not Chriſt lookt back upon]! 
ſhim, and by his Spirit come to him, 
- Þe had b=ea in a comfortleſs conditi- 
on indeed. 


fare warm in their neſts with outward] ' 
"[rhings, did not Chriſt come to them? 


Chrifts comminion with 
Of mankind: and ſhzw you how Chrilt 
by his Spirit as a comforter, comes tC 
us in them. The generall conditions 
of mankind aretwo, proſperity and ad- 
verſity. 
Proſperity would ſoon bring the 
ſouls of Gods people toa comfortleſs 
condition, did not Chriſt by his Spirit 
come to them z!Satan thar evill ſpirit 
is {o baſie, comming to the children 
of God, when in proſperity, that did 
ot Chriſt alſo come to. them by his 
Almighty Spirit, to quench all his 
fierie darts; their ſouls would ſoon be 
comiortleſs, the Lord knows. When]! 
Peter was warme in the high Prieſts|}. 
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ro him,and ſo far he prevail'd on him]! 
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And thus.would the con- 
dition of good men now be, which 
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pre — 
when the tons of God be honourabit 
and 


reat amongſt the (ons of men, 
as David and Solomon, Fob, Facob,anc 
Abraham were; then the divel in paint 
of policy, though nor out of love, vi.Þ 
fits them often, ani by oft-n com-] 


Juke; which like cankers, quickly 


ſcthen what the bare creature Cipt ir |. 
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ming to them then, draws their pre 
cious ſouls into many f1nns,as pride. 
ambition, malice, ſenſuality, and the 


fret and eat out all divine conſolation} 
inth< ſoul,and leave it Ike theProdi-| 
oal feeding upon husks:; ſoJacing 41 
{elf with no other joy and: content. | 


fin will afford the ſenſe, which you 
muſt needs fay, is of all comfortleſs}. 
conditions the moſt and wortt com- | 
fortleſs. Nowthat theſemay not beleſi} 
in this comfortlets ſtate,to peritheter. 
nally, Chrift by his Spirit thus comes: 
ro them, Firſt, in a {weer till voice} 
behind chem, as the Prophet ſpeaks:ſ; 
ſaying, ſometimes inthe midſt of the; 
ſenſuality, this is not the way toeter {| 

I, na] 
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18 Chriſts communion with 
N all joy : no, this is the ' Way, O ſentual 
ſoul, walkin it. 

This ill voice ſtrikes a damp in the 
mcrry ſenſual ſoul of a Chriſtian, anc 
;nakes. his heart inthe micſ of vair. 
Jaught-r.ſad. if this be not. prevalent 
enough roturn him, but on again he 


Will © in his ſizful way: then Chrifi] 


'comes with a witneſfe, in thundring 
and lightning, to convince and ſting 


'the conſci:nce, as he didto the Ilta-} 


elites.t© bringthem to ſcetheir wick- 
edn<fle mn chufing a King untill God 
thundr'd and lizhrned from: Heaven 
fe arfully, they laid not ro heart their 
rejecting G.d as their King, but went 
'on ſtrongly. and unaffectedly ; in they 


Way. And iſt thus oft. times it is|. 


wich many of the ſons of Gol in pro-: 
\ſperity: :the ſtill voice of Chriſt ſweet- 
py ſuggeſting and mildely checking 


for fin, isnot ſtrong enough to curn | 


them, untill the Angel of the cove- 
nant come. down into the conſcience, 


& —_ with a flaming Sword chreat-| 


Pas 
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lwill leave any of his ſo comfortl.ſle,|. 


| [ſpeak.our and plain,as he did tv David| 


| ance, and looks upoa the mourning 


Os bi AN 1 


his Church Milian. 19] {| 


ning nothing bur. Hell and Death, 
if they mak- one = further,they ſtop 
nor turn. notz which though not} 
Chriſts natural carriage to his chil-| 
dren, yet he will in tender love deny] | 
himſelf chus far, as toput on an af-| . | 
frighting Vizard upon his ſmiling|, | 
countenance, and come terribly, andf 
(ave violently, by plucking his chil-| 
dren out. of 'the fire, rather then he] 


ee 


as tO periſh remedile(s. . Chriſt will 


by Nathan, when a {till voice, ſecret 
filent hints-and becks will not do, he 
will come and lay his mouth to mans|. 
ear, and cry aloud, when he p-rceives 
that the pleaſure or profit of fia hath 
made- him very deaf: he will never 
leave crying and calling,ſtriking and 
knocking, till he hath nad the deaf}. 
ſouls hear, and bumble himſ-1f with 
Peter and David,and then he pulls off}” ? 


the terrible Vizard from his counte- 


| 


=” nA 
> — LD 4 — — 


£ CN 


44 +5 ; - + We - - . þ- 
COR” 2 064d bed PE 2s bt 7 © 2p" RE. bs 4 


—_* 


Chriſts Communion with 


RS # "% bog 
Is 5 hs , > 


—_ 
wu 


penitent, with a ccuntenance like Z 
banon, and his lips drop ſweet ſmiling 
[my?rh, into his broken ſpirit : and 
is not left comfortleſs, according t( 
Chriſts promiſe, 1wzll not leave yo 
comfortleſs, I will come to you, 

| Bat 1tuppoſe Saran ſh-ald nor b 
buſie, coming to the ſons of God it 
proſperity ; yet would worldly pro 
(perity be a comfort: fle conditio 


to them. Riches and honours, to 
gether with all other delights of rhe 
ſons of men, they are as the white of 
an Egge, things without ſavour, tn- 
lefſſe comes along with them to 


| 


ſhould nor Chriſt by his Spirit comg 


us - they tire and weary, prick, di- 
ſtrat and vex a man - they rob him 
of his ſleep,” and many times of his 
{wits, nay,of his precious life: they 
drown mans ſoul in pridz, voluptuouſ- 
neſs, ſecurity, ſo ſets them in the nex: 
way to Hell. This ſnare waits ar e- 


mm e——_—_— 
UT he Ld 


very ungodly mans Table, which! 
makes his profperity toſhim comfort-|! 
els, This-{nare, that it may not| 
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Catch the godly; Chriſt comes tothem 
by his Spirit, and ſanRtifies proſperity 
by chem: He teaches them how to abou 
{that is, how (0 to uſe the creature,as 
to enjoy ſervice and comfort from it : 
and to bring honour and glory by it 


miſeth ; andentifing with what it hath * 
and this makes proſperity to every 
carnall man, a comfortleſs condition, 
omq” Now to take offgþoth theſe 3 Chriſt 

comes to his children which enjoy the; © 
| creatures, plenteouſly: he comes inj 

the creatures, and ſo-cures the emp- 

tineſs of it; that is, by his blefſing he 
'makes- it ſatisftable and contencfull 
to the enjoyer, which *tis-notof it ſelf, 
rhis is the peculiar gain that attends 
the godly:Chriſtcomes in the creature 
ro them,and ſo cures the emptineſs of; 
ic, and puts ſuch ſupernatural vertue 
ind ſweetneſle in ir; that they are there, 
with contented. And asChriſt comes| 7 } 
ithecreature tO cure the emptineſs of if. 
[lo he comes[with Jhe creature, to-curt 
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his Church Milit apt. 


\ The creature 1s ewptie of what it pro- 
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"i\!2 Chrifs Communion with 

f |cthe entifing of it, He doth by the 

creature lead the ſouls of his children 

ro the Creatour: by the ſweet of the 
ne, he lifts up their ſouls to heaven, 

to admire the {weetn:fle of the other : 


ſo that, that which others are enticed} 
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| 
Ven, whence comes every good: and 
perfect gift, which is that indeed that 
makes proſperity a comfortable con- 
dition 5 which otf@rwiſe is comfort- 
Il:fleenough, the Lord knows... 
| Secondly ,adverfity would be a com- 
fortlefle condition to the godly, if 
Chriſt by his Spirit did ncot come to] 
them: This I ſuppoſe none will deny:} 
For 20 af fittion in it ſelf is comfortabie 
or joyfull, but comfortleſle, if Chrifl] 
by his Spirit do not come to us. Cor- 
porall affliction is a comfortleis con- 
{6ition, unleſs Chriſt come to us, an? 
jÞE our Phyftian. Spirituall aftici- 


hilt donot com: to us, | 


— 


and beſotred with, ardreſt in, that] 
they take wings from to fleeto hea-| 


on iS amore comfortle(s condition, If | 
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| chus anſwer : Chriſt the Phyfitian of 


[ary to be anſwered : Firſt, how doth 


73 
Here theſe two queſtions are necel- 


Chriſt come to us in corporal afflici- 

n2? Secondly, how doth Chriſt come 

© us in Spiritual affliction ? | 
To theſe queſtions both together, I 


ſoul and body, comes to both with 
comfort in one way z and thar'is, by 
helping the ſoul to apply the promiſes 
of God, which are ſuitable to his di- 
ſtreſs. Ifa child of God be (ad and 


ſorrowfull, becauſe of corporall af-| | 
{fliction, Chriſt comes to him by his 


Spirit, with this comfortable language» 
I am all- ſufficient. Chriſt by his Spirit, 
ſpreads abroad thisCardinall promiſe 
before the ſad ſoul, and ſhews him 
what:a depth of mercy is folded up in 
it. Thereis a ſufficiency of wiſdom 
in me to finde out wayes and means| 
to deliver thee, though never ſo low 


brought. There is likewiſe a ſuffici-| 
ency of power, to proſecut right, 


| [means to accompliſh their rightend, 


Nay 
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without meanes. 

There's a ſufficiency of affeRio 
tand will, to declare power and wi 
dome, with every attribuce elſe, fo 
thy good. Tf for all this applicatiot 

nd amplification of a generall pro 
miſe, the ſoul ſtill droop under ſom! 


{kn ſuch.a ſoul, as Facobs ſons and 
daughters did for him. They roſe u 
(ſaith the Text) and comforted hi, 


tera lively manner indeed, riſes up in 
ſuch a ſoul to comfort him : and'now 
ſhe leads this mourning Chriſtian to 
ſome particular promiſe ; that is,ſuch 
a promiſe as ſpzaks not of deliver- 
ance in mn , out of this or that 


der. As, to give you an inftance; ſup- 


 Chriſts Communion with . |]. 
y, there is a ſufficiency in me rt 
work about good for thee, O ſad ſoulſ] 


orporall calamity; Chriſt doth then] | 


Gen. 37.35-So Chriſt by his Spirit,a f+] - 


kind of diftreſs, which he groenes un; 


fjpoſe a Chriſtian be ſad, anc take 
chought as Chriſt ſaith, What he ſha 
teat, an1 what he ſhall drinke, aud where- 
2a ithell he ſhall be cloxthed : _ the 
om- 


a —_ 
—OI_— _— ———_ 
» $ * 


J 


i fl [ſeek the Kingdim of God and his righteauſ- 
| [weſs 5 axd all theſe things ſhall be adde 
vnto you - take therefore no thought for| 
to morrow, for to morrow ſhall take 
hought for the things of it ſelf. Mat.6.| 
3, 34. If yet for all this the ſpirit] 


19, Comfort thy ſelf, O mourning 
ſoul, I pray thee, with this particular| 
lpromiſe,which is but a morſel of thar 
bread, which came down from hea- 
ven, one of the leaft favours that 
Chriſt hath procured for thee, to wit, 
a right and intereſt in the creature 3; 


with this perſwaſtve language, doth. 
_ Chriſt 


w_ 
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26 Chriſts communion with 


Chriſt follow the complaining Coull 
antill he hath perſwadedhim to. owt 
his mercy ; and to he Keeps hi 
children in poverty , from being com 
forcleſs, 

As Chriſt in corporal afflictions 
comes to his children, and keeps them 
from being comfortleſs ; fo likewiſe 
he comes to them in ſpiritual aftlicti- 
Ons, that they may not be comfortlets., 
If a child of God be (ad and ſorrowful, 
hecauſe of this or that ſtrong tempta- 


tion - the Comforter then omies ro 


him with this ſweet language : My, 
grace Fl ſufficient for thee. Thou pray- 
felt, and Satan tempts thee z chou doſt 
Faſt and pray, and yet Satan and thy 
'uſts are more violent upon thee; thou 
doſt all with bitter tears, and Satan 
p is the more ditterly bent againſt thee, 
d tho foild every moment. B 
Al uart 01 ym 4 
this, O winnowed ſoul ! Chriſt would 
ſhew theethat thou wilt be comfort- 


bour unleſſe he come to thee. This ſame 


ſhall 


leſs,in the midſt of all thy ſore ſoul- la- 


mobs Church militant. . 27 


II/hall comfort us, concerning the work ans 
toil of our hands, ſaid Lamech of Noah: 
tlco may we ſay of Chriſt, this ſam} 
:{|muſt comfort us, concerning the la- 
bour and toil of our ſouls withany 
:emptation : - or elſe we ſhall be com- 
| |fortleſs though we labour never {: 
much. And this Chriſt doth and wil; 
{o, 1 will not leave you comfortleſs,1 wil: 
come to You. 

If a Chriſtian lie lJanguiſhing be 
cauſe of Sarans prevailing upon him 
by temptation ; that we may not b2 
comfortleſs in this condition, Chrill 
oy hisSpirit comes to him, and ſhews 
him the fountain of his blood, 
now deep it is, and how free it is. 
How deep it is, that it will drown all 
(in, fins often repeated, as well as 
lins only committed. And then he. 
ſhews the wounded ſoul, how free 
his fountaine is, for any that hunger 
and thirſt for it, for any that are weary 
and heavy laden, 1 John 1,7. and de- | 
fire to be eaſed by ir, and ſo by c_— 
bs o 
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= 28 bs Church Milnant. F= 
| Kan in it by faith, and ſo Chriſty - 
Jheales and comforts him, As thq s 
brethren of Ephraim comforted himſ'* 
{ | {when he mourned becauſe the men 
| - Jof Gath had laine his ſon. 1 Chro,7.| 
-  [22. ſo Chriſt comes to us, and cem-[] 
forts us, when the devill by his cem- 
=” Foptations hath almoſt ſlain our ſouls, 
'| "Jhe like the good Samaritan, poures 
{ fin Oyl and Wine into our wounds, 
7 {and cures us. Though Satan paſs| 
* {|by;3 and leave us comfortleſsin the c 
' {day of wounds and bleeding, yet] P 
\Chriſt cannot; ſo full of bowels is he, 
ſnor will not, 1 will not leave you com- 
Ifortleſs, &c.. . | 
| Ifa Chriſtian lie languiſhing, be- ra 
cauſe of often and fequent re}apſes,| ||" 
jafrer promiſes and purpoſes to do 
ſbetter If this Chriſtian in the an- 
guith of his ſpiric ſpeak to every] ſa 
e01ly friend,as thePropher did to his, 
[Therfore,[aid 1,look 4 way from me J will 
weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me,\|| 
becauſe of the ſpoyling of the daugh ter of | 
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liſings - Chr 


l]very deſperate condition. ) The com- 


[|with this comfortleſs ſoul, to poure!' 


liſaid, Lord, how oft ſhall my brother ſin 


29] 
v7 people, lai. 22. 24. Look away 


Went me, O ye my chriſtian friends ! [+ 
f{yea, and you, my faithful Miniſters, 


or I will weep bitterly, labour not SL 
lcomfort me, becauſe of the ſpoyling] 
bf my ſoul, by ſooften finning,againſh * 
vows and pr F favours and bleſ- T7 

omes to this {oul vl 


will not leave him comfortleſs in this 
condition, ( though it be inceed a 


forter uſually takes this courſe, 
in ſome oyle into his deep wounds : he 
reaſoneth with him from the mercy 
man, to the mercy of God: from a] 
drop to theOcean;& it may be,faſtens| 
upon his own langua ge once delivered 
t Petey, Peter Came to our Saviour aud 


againſt me. and I forgive him ? till ſeven 
times * Jeſus ſaith unto him, 1 ſay not| 
unto thee untill ſeven tim's, but untill 


ſeventy times ſeven. Matthew 18. 21, 


22, From this ſpeech, the comforter 
reaſun. 
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/_--much mercy to one, ſo often offending| 


þ: jafi aite in love,is ready to ſhew much 


_ 


| 


| Ichis Chriſtian comfortleſs. 


' a the cup of conſolation more or lefs 


{leſperateChriſtian,as a weak wound-|} 


thus reaſoneth, with this (2d and ſor} [a 
wounded ſoul, viz. If Chriſt woulc}: 
jave Peter, a finfull man: ſhew ſe! 


him , ſarely Chriſt, a holy God, and] 


More compaſſion himſgkh, to thoſe} 
that are penitent, tho they have|\ 
finned times without number againſt]: 
him. Thus the Comforter leads this|' 


2d man by the hand: from the mercy|' 
of man t5 the mercy of Go :and en-| 
nables him this way,after ſome ſpace 
)f time, to take in comfort : for] ' 
Chriſt is reſolved, he will not leaye 

Chriſt 
will never. leave coming to this} 
comfortlefſe- ſoul, with this ſpeech 
of his to Peter, and others of like na- 


ture (as Chr ſt is well furniſht for a 


| 


comforter) untill he hath brought] I} 


him to drink willingly (for Chriſt 
forceth noPhyſick upon anyPatient)| | 
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1 
T1] [and the longer fick ſoules turn Tay 
11 [their heads from this cup, .the more 
| (many times) he perſwades them to 


| jand ſo (et him mourning, I ſhall ſhew 
4 [you by and by how he comes to him. 


drink at laſt, S 
Tf Chriſt rentand; gratis, for. trials 
ſake, hide himſelfe from a Chriſtian, 


Tiwill make a chriſtian heart comfort-| 


The will quickly be. a burthen t 
|himſ=e1f; 27d feare round abort, a5 tis 


| [fake will fo trouble a chriſtian , "eo 


[jcount it/madneſs ; weary of Riches, 


jdeath. Otbat 7 mictht have my requeſt 


This is a condition (though of all 
eſerted conditions, the beſt) which 


efs indeed. Thou didſt hide thy face 


and 1 was troubled, Pſal 30. 7. God] - 


hiding his face though but for trials 


ſaid 'of Pafhur. *Twill make him wea. 

ry of the night;and weary of the day; 

weary of his own houſe, and weary 0 
ods houſe ; weary of mirth, and ac-' 


Hon6urs,yea,life it ſelf, and wiſhf o 


aud that God would grant we the thin 
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ing to pight,To this ſad (oal thus be-| 


\fortably comes, Thereſbath no temptats- 


_ Chriſts communion with 
that I long for, even that it would) © 
leaſe God 16 deflroy me, that he, | 
would let his hand looſe and cut me, | |to 
off z then ſhould IT yet bave comfort :| | fr 
then ſhould I fee the face of God,] | jc 


{which 1 long like Moſes to ſee : then| | [1 


would he lift up the light of his} | fall 
loving countenance, and cauſe his] | fzir 
face to ſhine gloriouſly upon me,] }|Þlc 
whereas now I walke in the val- 
ley and ſhadow of death 'z dark| | bu 
days are all that go over my head ; 1Þ-e 
Ithe glorious Son of righteouſneſs] {| 
ſhines not upon my ſoul, from morn- 


D 
Py 


moaning himſelf for want ofhis belo- 
ived,Chriſt his wel-beloved thuscom- 


ontaken hold en thee yet, mourning ſoul, 
lbut that which is common to man : and | 
Ibe aſſured of this ; that-God is faithfull b 
Lis thou art tempted, an1will not try || 


will with the temptation alſo make a wa 
0 eſcape, that thou maiſt be able to bear 
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it, 12 Cor. 12. 15- For a moment, 
O faireſt of Women, I ſaw juſt cauſe 
ro hide tny face from thee, to try the 
ruth of thy love tome ; but know , 
chat with everlaſting kindneſs wil] 


| [alſo in my ſervice, and thy low pri- 


ble me ; but know, that the mountains 
ſhall depart, aud the hills be removed, 
Aſbar my kindneſs ſhall never depart from 
{Þhee, for this is as the waters of Noah 
{lnntome; 4s F have (wornethat the wa- 
liters of Noah ſhould no more go over the 


| I have mercy on thee. Thy dulneſs| 
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zing my company,did ſomething trou-|. 


Ileerth; ſo have F [worne that I will not 
| be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee, 0 
lithou afflid#ed,and toſſed with tempeſt, and; 
{{z9t comportedibehold, I will lay thy ftones 
Iiwith faire colours, and lay thy forn 


fitby windows of Agats, and thy gates of 
Carbuncles, and all thy borders of plea- 
ant Saphirs, Iſai. 45.8%, Ont of 
this ſweet language of the propher tc 
the naturall branch * the comforter 


{dations with Saphirs, and will make| 


wilkfcich ſuch precioas water of life. 
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| /and herewith is my longing ſoul acis- 
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34: _ Chriſts communion with __ 


Ihim ; that he ſhall be conſtrained to 
{ay with David: Thou,which haſt ſhew-| 


- 
A 


& 


| 
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co revive his deſerte.] foul : wich theſe 


kiſſes of his lips will he ſo comfort 


ea me great troubles, haſt quickned me 
azain, ard haſi brought me up againe 
4 the depths of the earth: thou haſt in- 
creaſed my Joy,and comforted me 01 every 
ſe Plal. 71. 6. 1 could hitherto, 
O my God, ſee thy-back-parts : ſome 
fad attributes of power and juſtice, 
which did terrifie my ſoul to look on: 
but lo, now I ſee thy glory, thou haſt 
cauſed it gloriouſly to paſs by me; 


nay, to ſhine upon me - 7 ſee thy face 
like Lebanon, comly as the Cecars , 


fied as with marrow and farneſs, This 
is my comfert, in mine affliction, for 
thy IJ pirit, #2 $6 hriſt by thy word hath re. 
vived me. So thatthis ſoul, though 


Wi [very forrowfall: yet is not left com- 
1 [fortieſs neither, Thus I have anſwer-| 
| j<d the ſecond ure, to wit, how 
1C hrift comes t9 us. | 


The 
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'- bis Church Militan®. 35 
The third thing that 7am to fhew 
you, is, When Chriſt comes to us. 
{will not leave you comfortleſs, T will 
come to you, But when, O my Savi- 
our, wilt thou come to us? To this 
[anſwer firſt more generally , then 
more particularly and determinately. 
More generally and briefly 7 apſwerj 
£ans: Chriſt js already com*, 20d 
is preſent with his Church Militant] - 
and will be to the endof the World. 
as hath bin already proved. 7 4m 
[come into my Garden, my Siſter, my 
Spouſe, I have gathered my Myrrh with 
[my Spice: 1 have eaten my honey+com 
with my honey, 1 have drunk my wine 
with my milk, Cant. 5,1. Chriſt we 
ſee by this fweet language is come,and 
iS with us already, I am come, c. 
| But when will he come to me. in 
particular, asa comforter? This is 
the queſtion, To this 1 anſwer, firſt 
negatively, then poſitively, Nega- 
tively 7 anſwer thus: wiz. Chriſt 
doth not come to us in this valley of 
| (2 tears.] 
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ly. Levic. 16,2. If Chriſt ſhould not] 


tcomfortleſ(s, if Chriſt do not come(|- 
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36 Chriſts Communion with \} 
tears, as Aaron was commanded to 
come into the holy place : Let him not 


Come at all times, (aith the Lord, left he 


com? to us at all times of our diſtreſs; 
we ſhould dy under our burthen, ſo 
comfortleſs would be our condition. 
"When mv body is affli&ted, I ſhall be 


!h 111 be comfactle(s, if Chriſt do not] 


_ ks man. 


to me, When my foul is afflicted, 1 


graciouſly come tome. When my head| 
2kes, teeth akes, back akes, or belly 
tkes : yea,when my leaſt finger, or 
joynt in my body akes, 7 ſhall be. 
comfortleſs,unleſs Chriſt come to me, 
fo dolorous and comfortleſs a creature 


Wherefore as: a poſitive anſwer 
to the: queſtion ere * while propo- 
fed, know, that Chriſt comes to his 
Church Militant at all times : as 
long as his people live in this val- 
ley of teares, and are.,in any di- 
trels of ſoul or body, He comes 
. .--b0j 
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his Church Militant, © 2 
to them in proſperity ,, to ſwee-| 
ten thar, or elſe there would be 
bur a little cemfort and ſweetneſs in 
q it: but he comesto them in all adver-| | 
ſity, after a more ſpecial manner to] 
| {weeten that, b:ing of it ſelf very bir- 
ter 5 betterneſs in the abſtrat: my 
meaning is, altogether bitter, with- 
out the leaſt ſweetneſs or pleaſure in 
it, to ſoul or body , for no affliction 
is inthe leaft manner or mea(ure joy-| 
ous, but as Chriſt, by his kind com-} 
ming to us then, makes it ſo, | 
! But here 7 ſhall be thus queſtioned:[| 
viz. [fChriſt as aComfarter comes tojf 
h jpis ChurchMilitant,in every drſtreſ9Y 

of ſoui ahd body : how is icthat ma-} 
Iny of Gods children in corporal and | 
ſpiritual aflitions, utter comforcleſs} 
and hopeleſs language, as thoſe thatrf 
findc no Coinforter come to them-rþ 
Is thy mercy clean zone, and haft thou 
forgatten to be gracious (faith David)N 
| ref thou ſhut up thy loving kindne(s i 
diſpleaſu e, and wilt thou be no more in- 
' C4 treate4?l 


em 
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4x0 ? &c. Many ſuch like ſad and 
'dolorous complaints are ſtill uttered 
by ſome of Geds dear children :: -now 
lif Chriſt asa comforter, come to his 
in every diftreſs, why is itthus with 
[theſe 
| To this I will give anſwer, firſt 


ſop! which thus complains ; cannot 
bur confeſs, that Chriſt hath come 
and tendred comfort to:him : though 
the through anguiſh and unbelief refu- 
ſed it, Nowif our ſoul-Phyſician 
come from Heaven to us, and bring 
cordials for us, and we will not take 
chem, bur caſt them behinde our 
backs : ſhall our Phyſician be bla- 
med for unfaichfulneſs and negli- 
{gence cowards his Patients, as one 
that did not viſit them ? [1 

| | Again, poſhbly too, this Son] 
which thus complains, muſt confeſs 
that Chrift-came to him, at the very 


beginning of his-untraRableneſs to- 


{| {more indire&ly thus. Poſſibly that] 


ſyards God, and told him that this 


_ — would 
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= Church Kilitans.. ”Y "29] 
\would quickly bring him into a com- 
fortl-{s condition, if not timely look 
unto: and bid him again and again, 
by a ſweet ſtill voice behinle him, co 
be more pliable co God, as he tendred 
his favour, and his own comfort. 
Chrift cane to his Spoule, ſaying, 

open to me my Siſter, my love, my Dove 
wy fair one, for myhead is filled with 
dew, and my locks with the drops of the 
night. But though Chriſt thus kind-; 
ly came to his Spouſe, yet ſhe unkind- 
ly pur him off: and upon the matter 
no better then ſlighted him, 7 have; 
put off: my coat, bow ſhall 1-put it on ?: 
1 have waſhed my feet, how ht } afile 
them ? 8c. Becauſe of this untract-| 
able carriage, Chriſt departed from 
his Spouſe, and-then ſhe made many] . 
complaints. Topencd to my beloved, b1t, | 
be had withdraw 1 himſelf and was yove | |} 
The Spouſe could not now truly ſay. 

char Chriſt had not come to her; but; 
ſhe might rruly ſay, that he did come Jy 


to cr. but ſhe flighred kim,and there- | 
Ty fore) 
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for he was forced to leave her. Thas 
 fris with _— — They. mourne| 


likeRachol.in their miſery,and are not 
comforted; becauſe none from Hea- 


'ven comes to them - ſuch 45 theſe 1 
cannot challengeChriſt, for not make- 
ing good his promile, to come to them| 
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if ſarmerly he have come to them,| | 
and they have lighted him. 1f my| 
Phyfitian, obſerving my intemperan-| 
cy in this or that, come to meand tell] 


jme, unleſs you refraine ſuch and ſuch] | 


chings, you will certainly fall ints 
fuch and ſuch difeaſes, which are very 
dangerous, if Iflighr him in this, and 


lye groaning under them, I cannot 


- [blame my Phyfitian, for not coming] 


tomme,, but: blame my. ſelf that did-ſ} 
{light him, So-*tis between Chriſt 


| 
hath come to them and told them. 


cou rfe, and that, that it will rob them 


quite of cheir Heavenly comforts ; but 


[ Af 


afterward fall into thoſe diſeaſes, and| 


and many a mourning ſoul ; Chric] 


that if they go on in their ſin full 
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his Church Militent. #41 
he in this friendly way hath been ſo 
farre taken with the ſweetnels of ſome 
thing below Chriſt, and ſo ar laſt 


"Wy 


| 


|hath found the evill of his own way, 
yer complains of Chriſt nor comc-| 
ing to him , but how juſtly judge you. 
Againe, as this ſoul poſſibly cannor 
juſtly complaine, that Chriſt hath' 
not come to him : ſo poflibly he can ” 
not juſtly complaine, that Chriſt is; 
not. come to: him: That ſoyl which! 
complaines after Chriſt cannot truly; 
lay, that Ghriſt is not come] 
to him 4: for we never | truly; 
elire to come to Chriſt,or thatChrifſt. 
ſhould come to us, unleſs he were al- 
ready. with us, and we with him.|. 
{Chriſt,-I conclude then, is come t 
chis complaining ſoul, thongh not in 
{that manner and meaſure as he deltres|: 


ng it - 


is a Cegree of conlola- 
ior. | 


Fi 


a” 
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jor, if. I have l-aſt hope of artain-|- 


. . a” 
according to Chriſts Prediction, and' 


oy The thought of. what 7long| 


if 
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F Finally and more dire&ly, anſwer 
|£0 this complaining ſoul thus, ' Chriſt 
as a ſenſible and ſatisfatory Comfor- 
'rer, comes tous at his time, and not 


at ours» Now Chriſts time to com- 


fort mourners will make him moſt} 


welcome: and that is uſually when 
_ 'the ſoul is brought ro the greateſt ex- 
cremity, that it iS capable of, and not 
utterly miſcarry. When Peter was 
'ready to finke on theSea, and cryed 
our, Maſter, ſave me or I periſh, then 
;Chriſt.came to him, and caught him 
by the hand: thus doth Chriſt uſually 
come with ſenſible and ſatisfa&ory 
.conſolations, when poor fouls are al- 


moſt quite ſpent with temptations. 


and ſoul anguiſh, and look every houre| 


'when-they ſhall dy and drop into hell. 
He (ball come to us, as the latter and for- 


mer raiue unto the earth. (aith the Pro-]: 


pher, Thar 35, at the (eaſonableſt time,] 


© a 


when the ſoul will make him moft; ; 


'welcome: and that is,when burnt an} 
{corcht with Satans fierie darts, as the| 


earth 
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| his Church Militant. 43, 
earth with the heat of the Sun, when] - 
parcht and chapt, gaping for ſfom« 
heavenly ſhowers ; then Chrifts vi- 
fits will be kindneſs indeed: and 
Chriſts conſolations, ſweet indeed. 
T his ſtill remember, O mourning ſoul, 
chat Chriſt keeps his word, if he do 
not leave us comfortleſs, and this be 
aſſured he will not do, / will not leavet 
you comfortleſs, I will come to you. 

Bur why wilt' thou come to me, O 
my Saviour © Tothis 2 anſwer. firſt 
thus ; viz. Chriſt will come to his] 
Church Militant to be a comforter to] 
fulfil his Fath- rs will. The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, ſaith Chriſt, be- 
(Pauſe the Lord hath anginted me, to 
preach rood tidinrs to the meck: He 
hath ſent me to bind up the hroken-heart- 
f, to proclaim liberty to the C aptive,and 
the opening of Priſon to them that are 
bound, to proclaim the acceptable year oj} 
the Lord, to comfort all that mourn, Oc. 
By this Text welee, that Chriſt isan | 
ointed for tiisend; To ccme to us 
200 
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TY Chrifts Communion with 
{and be our Comforter whilſt-we live 
here below mourning.in._ Si9#. Whar 
lis-ſaid ofthe three. friends of-ob, that 
[may I ſay of the bleſſed Trinity, They] 
made an Appointment. together, 10 come 
to comfort him, So rhe bleſſed Trinity 
hare made an Appointment together 
to us by Chriſt : and. in all diftrefſes, 
ſweetly to comfort us. 

Secondly, Chriſt will come as a 
comforter to his Church Militanc,be- 
cauſe he hath promifed it. As Chriſt 
promiſed this.in.my Text, ſo in ma- 
ny other Texts. Apdif-I1 go away, I 
will prepare a place for you,and will come 
ag4in: and 1 will pray the Father, and 
he ſhall give you another Comforter, 
that may abide with you for ever. By| 
theſe Promiſes Chriſt hath obliged 
ſhimſelf ro come as a Comforter to 
ſus : let therefore our defervings of 
comfort be whac they will, . Chriſt 

will com? to us, becauſe he hath 

promiſed he will, Chriſt ſtands much 
42yon his ord: Chrilt is _ 

| and] 


li K bis Church Militant. 
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| \Did wot ye hate me, and expill me 


Tie CD 


45] | 
and God cannot the. Though wel {| 
beleeve not, yet he abideth faith- 
Ifull, and camnot deny bimfelfe. A 
Chriſtian is ready to ſay to Chriſt 


as Fephtha to the Elders of Gilead ; 


—— Ml... i 


— 


out of my Fathers houſe ? and why 
are ye come to we now, when Je 
are in diftreſs ?: ſaid Jephtha, So faith 
achriſtian,did not IT hate thee, OmySa-! 
viour, and did not I do what in me; 
lay ro expel thee from my ſoul, by my 
finning again and again againſt thy 
Spirit? And why art thou come to; 
me now,to comfort me in my diſtreſs? 
Why,this that was foreſaid, may ſuf-} 
fice, O finfull foul, as an anſwer. 
Chriſt looks not at what thou haſt 
done, bur at what he hath promiſed :; 
and his word he will keep, chough| 


| 


live change as: the Heavens : heaven! 


and earth ſhall paſs away,bur not one. 
j>r of his word ſhall fal ro che ground, 
[ will not-lrave you comortleſs,1 will. 
Come 40 You. 


Theſe 


[Chriſt do not come to him and com-' 


fron, nor. by Prophets, he went to th: 
devil forcomforr. Now that. Chrilts] | 


4 


Theſe 7 conceive are the principa! 
Groynds,why Chriſt comes as a com-! 
forter to his Church Militant: two 
Grounds more may be alleiged, as 
Cauſe minus principales, leſs principa! 
cauſes: the firſt whereof is th's,Chrilt; 

OMes to us in our diſtreff''s as a com- 
forter, that we may not ſtretch out 
our hands unto iniquity. Man in di- 


fort him, he'll g5 to Sin and Satan for 
eale. Caiz was diſconſolate, andbe- 
cauſe Chriſt did nor come to him as 
a comforter: he ran like a vagabond 
up and down the world, to finde eaſe 
in any thing. Fudas was diſconſolate, 
and becauſe Chriſt as comforter. 01d 
not come to him, he made a halter 
his confocter, Saul b:ing in diſtreſs 
by the Phili/tines, becauſe Chriſt 0ic 
nor come to him by Urim, nor by Vi 


Chriſt's communion. —_— \T 


ſtreſs is ſo deſirous of eaſe, that iff 


children may not thus do, Chriſt will 


#01 


ere rr eto wen 


I eter eat 
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| his Church Militant. 
{not leave them comfortleſs, but will come 


—— 


a 


to them, 
| The ſecond ground why Chriſt will 
come to his Church Militant - as a 
comforter, i is this : That he may ſtop 
the mouthes of all ungodly wretches, 
who ſay of the ungodly when in 
great diſtreſli es, Perſecute and take them, 
for there is none to deliver them, A 


foul with a carnal cye, breaks out in- 


thouſe- an idlecrackt-brain'd fellow, 


| [went mourning all.the day long, and 


wicked man looking upon a wounded 


to ſome ſuch language as Achiſh did 


oncerning David, Lo,you ſee the 
ſon, fitter for Bedlam then for ous 
unfit to come into ſolemn Afﬀemblies: 
lack-mouth'd men as theſe, he gra- 
ciouſly comes to ſuch wounded ſouls, 
and heals their broken hearts, and 


binds up their wounds - he poures the 
Spirit of conſolation upon ſuch as 


makes them walk with joy and 


_— 


eman| 
[is mad. This manis a ciſtracted per- 


Now that Chriſt may filence ſuch] 
| 
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ced to lay theic hand upon theiſ. |* 
mouth, and to condemn themſclveg 


as blind Bats, and not able to diſcerc 


the wayes of God towards his chil 


dren. 


hand, 7 will in the next place ſhey 


this point. You ſhall live and dic 


comfortleſs, for Chriſt will not come | 
coyout asa comforter; thus he come 
only to his children, Chriſt will no | 
come to yonin proſperity as a comforp' |. 
ter, and therefore in the midſt of ſep; j* 
ſtall. laughter,your: hearts will be ſad} | 


in the tmid(t of all thy worldly conte 


| | 


Having thus opened: the point iq 


you how uſefull it is, to the wicked 
and to the godly. Will nor Chrif 
_ [leave any of his children upon earth |, 
-|comfortle(s, but ill as a comforter. 
come to them £ Then you which livq 
in.your fins,and ſo conſequently nongq* } 
f Chriſt children ; may colte&t thy: 
unhappineſs of your condition. fron: 


eh 
4 


"i 
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| {hen all the things of this life can af- 
þ | ford. Alas! what is learning *- what 


le 


bhi Church Militam,  49| © 
chy ſpiric will at times gnaw and beat]. 


Ro ———C— 


[rather cloys theo content the appetite; 
| not revive the owner. Be it, that 
24 

loquent as Herod, as learned as Gama- 


: dar, why, yetſhalt thou live comfort- 
{teſs; thac is,utterly deſtitute of celeſti- 


; lwarldly thing to comfort me, if 
: [Chriſt do not come to me. A man 
1. [may have allthat chis world canafford| 


within thee :.and never will all thou 
2n oyeſt. give any complacency of 
comfort & thee, becauſe ©Cl:riſtas a 
comforter comes not to thee, All 
outward comforts, without the in- 
ward conſolations- of Chriſt, the 
are as good broath nnſeaſoned, whic | 
they weary, diſtra&, and vex, and 
thou art as wiſe as Achitephel, as e- 


liel, as rich as Nabal,ias tionourable as 
Haman,as.greatin the Churchas Tu- 


al conſolation;one drop. whereof hath} 
more ſoul reviving (weetneſs in ir, 


is wit, wealth, honour, or any other] 


and 
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' ]then the only comfortable men in the} 
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and yet hang himſelf for wantof com-[||— 


fore, if Chriſt come not to him;as A-|||,-. 
chitophel , Fudas.y and others haveſl.. . 
done, | IiTh 


0b, No men laugh louder, nor... 


{ . FM 
laugh oftner then wicked men inf... 


proſperity z no man merrier 'in anſþ.-. 
Alehouſe, Playhouſe, Tavern, Fair 0 I 
Market, then they z and are not theſ o 


/ 
' 


world. | 
Sol, To this I anſwer firſt thus ;f 
Laughter is one thing, and ſpiritual 


conſolation another thing. Every 
ne-that laughs hath not a cheerfulſ 
ſpirit withing for in the midſt off] 
laughter a mans heart may be fad, 
faith Solomon. And {o on the other 
hand, every one that hath a comfort-|] 
able ſpirit, hath not a laughing face ;|þ 


|[Wedonotread thatChriſt everlaugh-|$ 
"ted, and yet had more comfort in iff 
[Spirit, then all the merry men of this 


world. ( 
| Secondly, I anſwer thus; {0mq, 
CE 1; 75 WR 
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"-” Church Militant. 4 
[|[mens ſpirits are ſo left of -Gad to le- 
[|vity and vanity, that they will laugh 


{[Thisis a great judgement of God up. 
ſſon the ſpirir, and not to be counted a 
Iicomfortable and happy condition ? 
Il 74s 4 paſtime td fools to do wickedly,ſaith 
IlSolomon. This 1s not properly called 
Imirth (ſaith he) but madneſs. You 
ſhall ſee mad men laugh ſometimes 


if their ſpirits were as fall of joy as 
Ithey could hold + what ſhall we con- 


[ures are in a comfortable condition ? 
HAlas,ſay we, if they were bur ſenſible 
df their condition, they would ſoon 
eaſe laughing, and begin lamenting. 


[langh and rejoyce,and yet live in their 
[fins, and ſa conſequently have no 
koi Fforter from Heaven come to 
hem, they are mad men z were their 
kyes open to ſee their forlorn condiri- 


lat the wagging ofa ſtraw (as we ſay)| 
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ſxceedingly, and hoop atid hollow, as| 


Hcude now, that theſe forelorn crea-{ 


TAnd ſo may I ſay to you of all that] 


| þn, they would quickly change their 


note,] 
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: Jungodly deeds,that ſo he may exa&ly 


he would give him all he hath for 
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Chriſts communion with 
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note,and turn their mirth into mour-| 
ning, as Fames ſaith. --. Bl 
Qweſt, Why, but doth not Chriſt| 
come to the wicked in proſperitiee 
 Anſw. Yes, no doubt to be made 


foFit -- Chriſt came to Belſhazz oz] 


whilſt he was quaffing in the golden 


his wickedneſs-in the Wal'. And[| : 
thus he comes to all ungodly perſons| | 
in proſperity, to write down all their 


judge them 2t the great day of ac-| 
ount. 
2u:f. Why, but doth not Chiſt 
come As a comforter, to wicked men 
hat are great and wealthy? 

An. Clif regards no'man for his 
wealch,or for any external greatneſs 
if a man be never {ſo rich,or never ſo 

onourable, yet if he have not de- 
nyed his luſts, and given up himſelf; 
to Chriſt, to be ruled by him, Chriſt 
will never come to comfort him, if 


hjs 


veſſels of the 'temple,and wrote down[ {ji 


bs Church Militans. 


[his paines, he will not ſtep a foor out 
of doors to a Prince,if he be wicked} 
ob- Why, but though he will 
not come to ungodly men as a com- 
{forter in proſperity, when they can 
ake ſome ſhifc without him, yet 
he will come to them as a comforter 
lin adverſity, when all other comforts 
faile. | | 
I Sol. No, he will not. Chriſt will 
ot know thy ſoul in adverſity, which 
jart adiſobeyer of him. As he would 


not let Dives have a drop of water to 


ool his tongue, though in unutter 
ſable torments, where many Oceans 


Would noc in che leaſt meaſure have} 


Kuench'd the flames; no neither will 
the afford thee the leaſt drop of con-! 
Jolation in thy greateſt extremity 
\Fhough thou cry Lord, Lord, 2nd 
Fut thy Alcſh in the fervency ofthy 


pirit, like Baals Prieſts,to prevaile:| 


ſee ſhalt chou be ſent empty a. 
Fay. Nay, Chriſt-will be ſo farre 
From being a c6mforter to ungodly! 

me! 
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men when in miſery z that he will 
adde ro their outward miſery, inward[] jq 
miſery. When thy body is in di-|} [i 
"ſtreſs, Chriſt will awaken thy ſoul;|} [a 
that now lies afleep, and ſerthy cons] 
ſcience a gnawing within-thee, which|} jy, 
will be greater torture then if thou|| [2 
wert rackt- in every limb, Thou] [ar 
; mayſt ſend for godly Miniſters and| | 9 
godly friends to comfort thee then, | [h, 
and they poſſibly may deliver very| | ſw 
comfortable things ; but they ſhall be| | [a 
of no more ſavour to thy ſoul, then! you 
the white of an egges becauſe Chriſt; - 
as a comforter will not ſpeak thoſe! | ſang 
ſweet things to thy ſoul, which thy|| [all 
friends do to thy cares. Asthe Lord! | [die , 
bewails the miſerable condition of; | ſcer 
Fernſalem, {ſo may 1 bewail the miſe-|} leſs. 
rable condition of all nngodly men.!{]. »7 
Theſe two things are come unto thee, who; |lis a c 
ſhall be ſorry for thee ® deſolation and. Ileſs C 
leflruition, and the famine and the [wofu 
b/ward : by whom: ſhall T comfort thee ? S9 fwealt 
I ay toall ungodly perſons, miſery} Þeace 
upon 
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his Church Militant. 5 
upon miſery will firſt or laſt ſeize 
apon you, and who they ſhall be 
ſorry for you 2 Famine, and ſword, 
and pzſtilence; ſicknefſe, and death, 
and judgement; and by whom will 
you be comforted 2 your Honours 
cannot comfort you: your Riches} 
and Friends cannot comfort you: 
your father the Devill he will not 
then comfort you : Your conſcience. 
which you have often ſinned againſt 
ſhall not comfort you , but torture 
you: becauſe Chriſt will not come to 
you, to ſprinkle it with his blood,| 
and to pacifie it : So that I conclude 
all thus: you will live comfortleſs, 


| leſs. 


Ileſs Chriſt come t9 him, 1 finde it by 


wealth in my purſe, y-t bur little 
peace in my ſpirit, I ſee the devi' 


die comfortleſs, and abide in he}ll af 
cer death everlaftingly comfort- 


*Tis true, all that you ſay, Sir;man 
is acomfortle(s creature indeed, un-f 


woful experience. I have muck 
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(methinks) now and then, fit aſtride| 
upon the top of my money-bags,} . 
waiting for me, when I come to] 
comfort my ſelf inthe beholding of 
them: arid ro what this will come at 
laſt I cannot rell. Sinne I am ſurel 
dos and comfortle(s, becauſe of fin, 
lam: and more comfortleſs every 
day Ilook to be, unleſs Chriſt come 
ro me, and yet how to get him to 
come to me. I know nor. 
Would'ſt thou, O comfortleſs 
creature, have Chriſt to come to 
thee? Do then to Chriſt as Lydia 
did to Paul, lovingly invite him tc 
come to thee. Make known thy 
comfortleſs condition to Chriſt, and 
then earneſtly entreat him to viſit 
thy poor foul. The ground why 1 
exhort thee, O-Sinner, thus to do ; 
iS, becauſe God hath promiſed zo give 
his holy Spirit to them that ask it, Luke 
!11-I2, If therefore thou would'ſt 
"ave Chrift by his Spirit to come 
{:o thee; invite him, ask him, beg 
ano! 
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his 'Ghurch Militant. 5% | 
and entreat him to come and dwell 
| in.thyſoul; and tell him that hef 
' [ſhall haveevery room in thy heart} -_ 
at command. As Rebeckahs bro-| 
cher (aid to Abraham's ſervant; So 
do thou ſay to Chriſt, Come 1n thou 
bleſſed of the Lord, mherefore ſlandefth 
thow without ? for I have prepared the” 
| [honſe, and roome for the Camels, &c.| 
H [Come in thou blefſed of the Lord, 
| [wherefore Nandeſt thou without ?j 
| [here is roome for thee and all thy 
glorious train. Here's an underſtand» 
ing, will, memory, aff<&ions ; they| 
ſhall be all at thy uſe and ſervice, Of 

brit; wherefore come in t10u 
bleſſed of the Lord, and make thy a-{ 
{bode with me. /Thus continue crying 
co Chriſt, and longing for” him, 
and by this thou. wilt declare thy 
great love unto him, and ſo make 
thy ſelf capable of that ſweet Pro-j. 
miſe, which ſaith, 1f a man love me, 
the Father loveth him, and we will come) 
unto him, and make our abode with) 


D 2 him | 
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; [58 Chriſts Communion with 

| him, John 14, 12. Then will thy 
condition be comfortable indeed 
when thou haſt got ſuch gloriou+ 
jlnmates as theſe ro dwell with 
thee. 

Having thus ſpoken what 3 
chought fit to the wicked, by way 
of application from this point; wil 
now addreſs my {clf to ſpeak unto 
the godly, and ſhew them how uſe- 
ful chis point may be unto them, 7 
(hall firſt ſpeak toſtrong men, and 
ichen unto Babes in Chriſt : to ſuch as 
ican tell me that Chrift as a Com- 
| forrer is come to them. Secondly, 
MW 'co ſuch as can tell me they never yet 
I ifound Chrit as a Comforcer come 
to them: and laſtly, to ſuch who 


-jcan te!| me that they have found 


Þ * "+ a 
Chriſt as a Comforter come to 


them, but now they -haveloſt him] 


'To you that tell me you finde the 


'truch of this d:&rine by bleſſed ex- 
'perience, that Chriſt is come to you; 
1r-have only two things to ſay: Firſt 
= this. 
| ENTER EIS CET Hee” 25nd 


joy of the Holy Ghoſt, and as good| 


= ©. hisChurch Militant. | 5 9 
{chis, Make it ſure to thy (elf charj 
Chriſt indeed as a Comforter is 
come to thee, and that thy ſoul is 
not deluded in thy joy and conſo- 
lation. Secondly, ſtrive ſo to walk.| 
that thy Comforter which is come 
to thee may never depart from thee.| 
Firſt, ſtrive to make it (ure, that 
Chriſt indeed comes to thee: tha 
the comfort which thou haſt is fron 
[che Comforter; to wit, the Spirito 
|Chriſt; and nor, from the ſpirir of | 
deluſion. ; 
There is great need that 7 ſhoui 
;jpreſs this inſtruction upon you, be-}! 
cauſe the ſpirit. of deluſion is plen-} 
tifully poured out in theſe latrer] 
ayes. The hypocrite hath his 10y, 
nd he juiges that this his joy is the 


as need ty be: whereas it is a joy that 
on periſ: (faith the Scripture)a joy 
that will end in deſperate ſorrow. 
He thinks thac Chritt as a comforter? 
lis come to him: whereas 'tis only] 

oy: the! 


{ 


—_ 


{thouſands gulled and cheared in their 


"are not deluded. | 
J When the Spirit ofGoZ came upon! 


be ode mow 
A * 


fro you; ro take pains to make it 


425 come to the ſonne of Kiſh ? is Saul 
. ſamoneſt the Prophets * Thus do thou] | 
Ifay ro thy foul , who art ſo merry 


{to thee, O my foul, that thou art now 


_ 
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mT 


-{the devil transformed into an Angel] 


of light, And thus indeed are many 


comfort. Sadneſs would overſha- 
dow the ſmiling face of many a man, 
if he did bur diſcern how groundleſs 
his joy and comfort is 5 and what a 
ainſhadow in ftead of a true ſub- 
(ſtance, his poor ſoul is deluded with- 
jal. Wherefore my brethren, it 
concerns you that tell me, you are 
ſenſibl- that tae comforter is come 


iſure to your ſelves, that your ſouls 


[Saul r'.at he prophelied, the prople 
that knew him before, ſaid, What 


Jand comfortable, viz. what is com. 


(o joyful *and chearful Once 1am 
ſure thou went'ſt mourning a | the 


a SA A —— | EET: _—y bY 


- 


= 


— —— 
- 


| —FiChorch Mulnant. 


 ][why then, O my glory, continue in 


% 


| lindeed come to thee © O then my 


_ 


ay long - is Chriſt as a comforter 
ome to thee ? 1f Chrift by his Spiric 
have brought glad tidings to thee; 


thy mirth : bur if not; why art thouſ 
ſo merry, O my ſoule ? thy mirth is 
but madneſſe, As David queſtioned} 
his ſoul for ſadneſfle, ſaying, hy 
art thou ſo (ad, 0 my ſoule ? and why 
art thou ſo caſt down, within me * So} 
mayſt thou do well"to queſtion thy 
mirth, ſaying, Why art thou fo 
merry,O my ſoul ? and why art thou 
much lifced up within me? is thy 
Comforter our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


glory , ceaſe not to declare thy 
comfort, by any comely poſture and 
geſture: but if not,a houſe of mourn - 
ing, O my ſol, is fitter for thee then] 
2 houſe of mirth ; garmen iS of ſack- 
cloth and ſ{aJneſs would þ=tter bes- 
come thee, then garments of joy| 
and gladneſs, You know how 71-J 
ſaac once ſpake to his ſon, Art thou, 


"a /(ai} | 
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\(ſaid he) my very ſos Eſau, Gen, 27. 
24. So do thou humbly queſtion thy 
Foreer inde Art thou my very com- 


Ms —_——— 


C_ | } 


forter indeed ? Art thou the wery 
iChriff the Son of God, which ſpeak- 
ielt conſolation to my ſoul? you know 
how Fob» queſtioned Chriſt much 
atcer this manner, that he might not 
'be deceived concerning him, Ar: 
[thou he that ſhould come, or do we not| 
lock for azother, Mat.11.3. So do chou 
tay; Arc thou he that ſhould come | 
and comfort my ſoul, or ſhould not I} | 
look for another £ There be many! | 
falſe Chrifis and falſe comforters 
now 18 the world, and they decetvel | 
many: wherefore 7 beſcech thee 
(peak our, and fpzak plainly tro my 


ba] 
4 


foul, whether thou be he that ſhould] | 


Lhd 


comfort me, yea or not, that if | <- | 
ſhave obtained the true comforter, 1|- 
may give God the glory of his grea' | 
kindneſs ; if not, 7 may ſeek our fo; 
ſanother. | * KL 
How ſhould 7 know (may the { 
| ſtrovg | 
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ſtrong man in Chriſt lay to me)whe-; 
ther he that js coine to my ſoul with 
conſolatian ; be he that ſhould come 
or not 2 How ſhould I bz able to 
make it ſure :o my ſoul,that the con- 


Spirit of Chriſt, and not from the 
ſpirit of deluſion. 

. To this I thus anſwer,if he that is 
Come to thy ſoul be he that ſhould 
C 


ſoul : he doth not only comfort thee, 


[fides this. Chrift doth many great 


works in a mans ſoul before ke com-j 


forts him and he doth many great 
works in.-his foul after he hath com-' 
forted him. Chriſt doth many great 
works in the ſoul. of man before he 
comforts himz. he doth. break the 


% : = 
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| 


ſolation which 7 have is from the 


come, to wit, Chriſt ; thou ſhalt:find| 
he doth more works then one in thy 


but he doth many great works be-| 


b 


heart before he binds it up'- be firſt] 
wounds the heart before he will healſ 
'c: He caſts down . the ſoul : fort 


| Ds 


| —C—_—Gy___———_—_—— — 


fin, before he will raiſe it up.] 
Nowt 
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Now to break the heart of man, 
{which the Scripture compares to an 
fjAHdamant, Lech.q.12., for hardneſs is, 
{a great work 35 and yet this doth 
{Chriſt throughly, before he com- 
{forts throughly. The breaking of 
the hard heart of man, hath many 
reat works about.it, ere jt be effe&- 
d, The convincing the ſoul of fin, 
twhich ſelf-conceited man is not eafily 
{brought to the making of ſin-out:of 
mea ure finful in the ſouls apprenen- 
 {Goa, which blind man is not eaſily 
Jr onght to ſee, The making of 
| 


man to loath himſelf for the evils 
{»vhich" he hath committed againſt 
od, which man full of ſelf-love is 
notealily wrought. unto, The ma-| 
{king of man to long for peaceandre- 
jconciliation with God; as the great- 
eſt happineſs in the world, and to beg 
this blefling wich 'tears, -as a ſoul 
that ſees he ſha!l die and neriſh eter- 
ally without it s W6EiC2 46 that 
naturally'hat:s God is 117025y won 
D170. 
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unto.. Yet all theie difficult works} 
doth Chriſt doin the ſoul of man. be- 
fore he comes as a comforter to him, 
W hich Chriſt confirms, where hel 
ſaith Bleſſed are they that mourn, for 
hey ſhall be comsforted. 

Now, would ſt thou know whe- 
cher he that is come to thy ſoul, be he 
that ſhould come or not? why then 
cell me 2 Whar did precede thy com- 
(fort which now thou haſt? did Chrift 
leade thee to. the Wells of conſolati- 
on by the waters of Marah? did he 
bring thee to. ſow in tears, ece he 
gave thee to reap thy great harveſt 
jof joy ? Waſt thou evcr in the 
[Houſe of Mourning 2 Dil theſpirit| 
of heavineſs. for fin ever rake hold]. 
jon thee? Was thy hard hearc firſt 
broken, and after this bound up? 
Firſt wounded, and afcer this heal-! 
de . Diifit thou go mourning for 
{iſhonouring God all the day long ? 
and after many dolorous days ſpznt 
{jd thy com orter come to thee?ſure-| | 

I;| 
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. 166 Chrifts communion with 
| y then he chatis come, .is he that] 


{ 


\ A. 
A. OY — —_—— 


:thould come, and do not look for an. 
other : bur if otherwiſe, thou haſt 
juſt cauſe to be jzalous of thy joy. 


! Again, Chrift as he doth oreat 


workes in the ſoule before he -coms 
forts ir, ſo he doth great works in|. 


'the foul after he hath comforted it, 


iThar ſoul which Chriſt comforts, : 


he makes a very fuirfull ſoul in all] 
'orace co his glory. No waters make 


SS" Kits > 


the ſonl of a Chriſtian grow in grace,ſ 


like the waters of Conſolation, The|[ 
comforting Spirit of Chrſt is in af 
Chriſtian in the ways of obedience, 
as wind and'tide to a ſhin:that which| 
makes him run the ways 'of God: | 
}Commiandments That Chriſtian| 
twhich is comforted ' by Chriſt, 
prays fervently, and prays frequent: 
ty. Conſolation gives wings to ſup- 
plication, That Chriſtian which is 


b 


comforted by Chrift,prays God with 


B -:iftrong affection, A ſoo] comforted 


byChritt i54s an inſtrument well tu. 
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{tbich ſhould come £ Why then look 


jIs thy (foul as a Gyant refreſhed 
|after wine, ' ſtrong and vigorous 
[co the practice of all good du- 
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ned by a skilful Muſician : he will, 


Upon every occaſton make ſwe etMe- | 


'tody in the eares of the Almighty. 
'/True conſolation is from Heaven, 
and it carries that ſoul ſtrongly to 
Heaven, in whichitis. True con- 


ſolation is from Chriſt, and it will 


make a Chriſtian live wholly to 
Chriſt. To whom much is forgiven, 
they love much: and his love 


| 


conſtrains them to deny them- 
ſelves, and ro follow Chrift unto! 


Would thou know then for cer- 
tain, O ſtrong man in Chriſt ! that] 
he which is come to thy ſoul, is he 


what a@ivity is in thy ſoul to duty. 


eath, I 


tiese Art thou abundance 'in the | 


a ſweet Singer ia 7ſrael, 


Les 


the| 


work of the Lord * Art ho ; | 
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heart at thy mouth leaping within 
thee, like the Babe in Elizabeths 
Womb ; when thou art telling what 
God hath done for thy ſoul? Art 
[thou (in a word) a holy and heavenly 
'man , as one comforted by a holy 


and heavenly God ? Doth thy joy] 
'tranſcend the joys that this world af-| 
fords in ſweetneſs? -Deth it raiſe] 


thy ſpirit to admire the love of God? 
and doth ic make thee dead to ſecu- 
lar delights ? and to account naked 
carnal mirth madneſs 2 empty husks 
for brutes to feed on ? Then mayeR 
thou comfortably conclude, that he 
Which 1s come to thy ſoul, is he 


which ſhould come, and do nor look| 


for another : but if thou art merry 
and chearful, bur not holy and hea- 
venly, he that is come to .thy ſoul, is] 


not he that ſhould come , w herefore 
1 beſeech thee to look for ano- 


ther. 


A ſecond intruſion which 


2 


of the praiſes of the Lord ? 15 thy! 
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would, 
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would commend to ſtrong men in 
10]| |Chrift, is thisz after thou haſt taade]. 
hs [it ſure to thy ſoul, that Chriſt as a 
all; comforter is indeed come to thee.;| 
r|' then ſtrive ſo to walk, that he may 
| never depart from th:e.Soa man may 
ly] walk, that Chriſt as a* comforter 
[| may forſake his foul. David had wo- 
-| ful experience of this truth, and ſo 
{<]| doubtleſs have many elſe of the god- 
?[ ly. So a man may walk, thatChriſt 
I-]] j2s a comforter never depart fron 
d[| ſhim. But how ſhall I thus walk, 
$1 (ſaith the comforted ſoul, that 7 might 
KR] j:njoy this Heaven below, till 7 come 
eſ| {to that above, and ſogo from joy to 
el ;0y; from joy unſpeakable and full of 
ki] jglory, to joy that cannor enter into 
YI] jany mortal heart to conceive of ? 
- To this I thus anſwer, do not 
5 [grieve Chriſt that is come to thee - 
Secondly, ao all that: chou:canſt to} 
-[f {delight lim, if thou would'ft have; 
[| [him continually abide with chee, 
1]] [Donot ſit down and reſt as one thar; 
L — 
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comforter is come to thee: this willl 


| 


will. you. SoſayI to thee, O comforted 


continue to bz thrifty. | 
the H>ly Ghoſt is a bottomleſs Well, 


Wl | and the more thou draweſt,the freſh- 


| 
{ 
| 
ſwects are; and therefore thou mayſt 
{afely ſay,” Zord, evermore give me off 


hath a licence to be lazie, and as if]. 
all thy work were done, now thy}. 


on 


4 grieve him, and quickly make him: 
| | leave thee, Thou haſt obtrainec| 
|| Chriſt to come a comforter to thee ; 

\ | well, yet let me tell thee as Moſes did} 

li | the 2ſraclites,, Te are not ((aid he) ad 
4 


yet come to the reff, and to the inherit-| 
ance which the Lerd Your God giveth 


foul ! thou art not yet come to thoſe. 
'degrees of conſolation, which thou| 
'mayſt attain unto in this life, if thon} | 
The joy of 


| which thoa canſt never draw Cry :| 
Wl r and{weeter till ſhalt thou finde| 


I!) | lit. The joy of the Holy Ghoſt is noſ 
WW! jſurfering thing, as ſome earthly|' 


| |his bread, fill my ſoul with flagons| 


Y of this precious liguour : let thy 
| love: 


hd 
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|[forter is come to thee, do not wax 
wanton againſt him, this alſo will 


|]love. be ſhed abroad in my: heart by 
the Holy Ghoſt : let my ſoul delight 
|[her ſelf in this fulneſs. 


id} /[8rieve him, and make im quickly 


Oar Art 


\jall the manifeſtations of thy com- 


» 
_— 
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|{forger the Lord (ſaid Moſes to Tſrael,), 


—__ 


/jivenly as he is, When ye are come 1nto 


11So I ſay to you that finde Chriſt 


|]come to the fellowſhip of the Spirit,| 


—_— 


Tiheaded, and forget God and your 


[Mans weak head, and heart can- 


—_ 
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Secondly, now Chriſt as a com- 


forſake thy ſoul asa comforter. Let 


fort be ſtitable to thy comforter : 
holy as he is holy : ſpiritual and hea- 


the good land, take heed that ye ao not 


He” . . { 
with you as a comforter, which are 
and to the participation of that tran-; 

Ss Foray ——_ 
ſcendent comfort which is by kim ,' 
take heed chat ye grow not iddy- 
ſelves, The waters of Confola-! 


tion are ſtrong waters , and 


not bear much of them ſteadily, 
| | bur/ 


p<. 
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but are ready to reel. on one {ide orf 
2ther, Whea the clouds of Heavenſ 


ſhave well-watered the earth, the! 


Spirit, {weetly waters the ſoul with 
(conſolariog, then levity and vanity, 
as well-as chriſtian mirth and chear- 
{fulneſs, ſpring amain: If a Chriſti- 
an be not -very watchful over. his 
ſoo], to pluck up ſuch weeds by the 


—_— 


| out of the greateſt evil: and there 


not loſe thy Comforter. | 
Secoadly, -if thou would ſt have 


roots, as ſoon as they begin to ſhewp 
theeſelves. I conclude this thus { 
thou that art comforted by the Spi4 
rit, Jet not the manifeſtations of thy 
comfort grieve the Spirit, This re| 
member that Satan hath an Art te 
bring evil out of th2 greateſt good} 
as God hath an Art to bring goof 


fore beg that thou mayſt notbe ig| 


jinorant of any of his devices, nor unÞ 
able to reſiſt them, if thou would 


thy 


—_— 


do weeds as well as good herbs 
ſpring apace ; ſo when Chriſt by-his 
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ſo thou muſt do all that thou canſi 


vill delight thy comforter.much, and 


i ... 


l11ght thy comforter exceedingly, anc 


ver Chriſt would have thee go. 
cheerfully obey him; this will de- 


make him to r:joyce to continue 
with thee. 1f Chriſt ſay unto thee 
as to the Fiſhermen, Follow me: do 
chou readily reply as the Scribe, Ma- 


| Ifer I. will follow thee whitherſoever| 
| [thou goeſt, Mat. 4: 19. Mat. 8. 19. 


This is to declare the genuine diſpo- 
ſition of Chriſts people, whichChriſt 
is exceedingly taken withal. Chriſts) 
people are a willing people in their| 
obedience, - Thy people fball be willing 
in the day of thy Power. | 
Secondly,” humbly and compaſſi. 
0ately tell diſconſolate fouls, what 
Chriſt hath done for my ſoul - this 


— 


make \ 
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wo 


| thy comforter to abide {till with] * 
nf thee; as thou maſt not grieve him, 
} | 
 ſtodelight him. Let be thy meat 


* [and drink to follow ail the motion 
pf the irit of Chriſt, whitherſo- 


—_— we 


= _ - m_—_— 


[to my poor ſoul, and how long he 


jall kis ſtaying, Anil therefore, Al- 
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make him r«joyce to continue with 
chee. Chriſt delights to ſee his 
children communicative of th 
{ſweet meats which he gives them, 
And therefore as Fael ſaid to Ba- 
rak, ſo do thou, O comforted ſoul 
[co ſuch as go mourning all the day| 
long - come (ſaid the) and 1 will ſhe 
thee the man whom thou ſeekeſt, Judges 
4-32. come, 6 ſad ſoul, that canſt 
not finde him whom thy ſoul loveth, 
1 will ſhew thee the man whom thou 
ſeekeſt : the mannerof his coming 


made me wait upon him, ere he 
would come to me: and how wellfh 
he hath now made me amen\s for] 


though thou ſayeſt thou ſhalt not ſee|||jc. 
bim, yet judzement is before him, there-|| a3 


I 


the wviſion 2s yet for an appot; ted mime,| 


fore truſt thou in him, Job 35.14. Fo]: 


but at the end it ſhall ſpeak, and rot lie: 
though it tarry, wait for it, becauſe it 
will ſurely come, it will not tarry, Had. 
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bllz. 3. The more imparting of expe-| 
Sticiments of love we are, to the glory, 
Ellof Chriſt : the more ſtill will Chriſt; 
Feracioufly giveus toour furthercom-| 
-Jforr. Andthisindeedis Godsend in 
f{lcomforting ſome of his children, zhar 
YIlithey may be able to comfort them which, 
Wilare i any treuble,by the comfort wheres) 
Jllwith they themſelves are comforted of| 
MGod: as the Apoſtle ſweetly affirms. 
} 

; 

. 
. 

| 

f 


Thirdly, thank Chriſt humbly and} 
heartily for his coming to thee if] 
chou wouldſt have him abide till 
with thee. The 1ſrae/ztes when they 
{jcame into the promiſed land which 
|{fAowed with milk and honey, they 
|[were to take the firſt of all the fruits 
| |jof che earth, and put chem in a bas-} 
[}|ket,and ſo preſent chem co thePrieſt, 
[hſaying, viz. And now behold 1 have, 
1] \#rought the firſt-fruits of the land which 
thou the Lord haſt given me, Deut-26, 
Thus were they to ſet their firſt-] 
fruits before the Lord,and to worſhip] 
| | def ore him, as you may ſee at large. 

| Why \ 
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. [comforter, you have. received the 
firſt- fruits of that good Land which| 
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Why, you that enjoy, Chriſt as a 


Canaan typified, which flows with] 
milk and honey, Bring therefore 


theſe firſt-fraits, and ſet them bes-| 


fore God, and worſhip: bring the 
(weet comforts of the Holy Ghoſt in 
your hearts before theLord,and ſay, 


1Bzhold, O Chrift,theſe and thele are. 


i ; 


the ſweet conſolaticns of thy Spirit :| | 


. 
[! 


| 


and1o,. forthemall 7 humbly render; 
praiſe to thy Name. Such mighty 
enemies of my peace haſt thou con- 


wants which ſo long tim? kept me 
exceeding low, . haſt chou ſupplied ; 
ro thee, O God, be the glory of thine 
own g00dneſs;' Y 
Yo have great caul thus to-magnt- 
fe theLord for his mercy,which find 
Chriſt as a comforter come to you : 
C y 
you enjoy that bleſſing which ex- 


-476 Chriſts communion with | 


quered; ſuch doubts which ſo long]. 
rroubled me;haſt thou anſwered:ſuch} 


FE all outward bleſſings. ow 


— 


— 


light 


[|greater value then corn, wine, oyle, 


jjthing thatthis world can afford. The 
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light of Gods Countenance lifted up, 
upon a poor mourning ſoul, *tis of 


then coral, rubies, or any choice 


{{pable of in this life gy muſt needs be 
llof much more tranſcendent worth. 


— 


p - | 


naked revelation of Chriſt in the ſoul 
of man, is of more wealth then all 
heſe, ſaith So/omon ; the moſt glori- 
ous revelation of Chriſt then to the 
ſoul; which the ſoul of man is ca- 


You enjoy that bleſſing which ex- 
ceedeth many inward bleſſings. It 
exceedeth knowledge, for what is| 


 ||Knowledge. in the headz:to'the Joy off 


che Holy. Ghoſt inthe heart One. 


beam of light in the underſtanding, 


is of more worth then all the Silver: 


{and Gold, Gems, and Jewels in-thc 


World z and yet.one beam; of the 
light of Gods countenance ſhining - 
upon the heart, though but by re 
flexion from che face of Jeſus Chril: 
15 of more worth'then all knowlede: - 


whi.. is 


=: — wy wow 


"p 
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knowledge which humane ſtudy can 
attain unto, I cannot ſay that this 
bleſſing, exceedeth the leaſt ſaving 


| 


ry grace ſhines in irs full luſtre where 


further ſay, :that you enjoy that bleſ- 


jven to you - and therefore you have 
eat reaſon to magnifre.theLord for; | 
is mercy. The more of Heaven we | 


enjoy upon Earti, the more: ſhould' 
weſert our '{elves to do the work: of 
them which” are in Heaven, whilſt 
on Earth. $ 
Fourthly, finally let Chriſts me- 
diatecoming to the? by ihis Spirit, 
make thee long earneſtly for his im- 
mediare:coming to thee'in his own! 


[perſon; this delights Chriſt, that his 


Spouſe ſhould fay, Come, Rev.2 2.17. 


[as the 'Spiric doth. that ſhe ſhoul 


—__ 
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| 
If 


long 


ng which makes Heaven a. Hea-, | 
Iven, and which makes Earth a Hea- 


Trace in the ſoul: bur this I can} 
afely ſay, that conſolation, 'tisthe| | 
oloſs and glory of every grace z eVe- | 


the comforter dwells. | This I can' + 
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long for che wedding day as he deth | 
W.hen good: old S:zmeon hadimbra-! 
ied the 


fired preſently to be diſſolved - ſof 


lation. of 7ſrael, ſhouldſt in. holy 


deſire ro be diſſolved;and to be with 
Chriſt, which is beſt of all You 


$ 
. 


come to them, 


1 h.ot 
who can- tell me; that they 


.-- 


- 


[ 
ſbagine. 
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Conſolation-.of 7ſrael, for]: 
which he ſo long waited, he then de-| 


chou that haſt imbraced the Conlo:| 


manner with Simeon, ob, and Paul; 


« 
. s 
. oe 
- 
I, 


wy $64, ew 


whom Chriſt hath kiſſed with thef 
kiſſes of his lips, ſhould long ear-|. 
neſtly to lie between his breaſts all}. 
night my meaning is, to havea fall| 
phpoympant ol Chriſt. Thus have H, 

one ſp-aking to ſuch, who can tellſ 
\ | jme that Chriſt as a Comforter, is; 


—_ km d 


|. In the next place I addreſs | my[}. 
ſelf ta ſpeak to ſuch of the godly,}, 
never]. 
yet. found. Chriſt as;a comforter}. 
;\ | cvpe.to them. , Twagr.three thingsþ, 
haye.co ſay. ro. you fromjthis.ſweet]. | 


Ps ge” 
-- - 
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WIky! (30 Chriſfts Communion with 
{ Firſt, L would: have you to labour|. 


to believe this dotrine, that Chriſt 


certaimeiy ( at laſt ) come to you. 
Chriſt hath repeated his promiſe, 
which is as a bond with many ſeales;' 
and therefore thou haſt juſe grounc 
to beleeve, O comfortleſs ſoule! thar 


will not leave you comfortleſs, but will 


Chriſt willuot leave thee comfortleſs.; 


1-ut will come to thee. 
object, What juſrground have ] 


me, ſeeing he is holy, and I am un- 


[am abominable in fin and wicked- 
neſs, ſaith the weake comfortleſs 


(oule. 
Sol. Art thqu more vile thenMayſ- 


forted him. Art thou more muddy 
came to him and comforted him. Art 


chou more deviliſh then Mary mag: 
4zlen, out of whom were caſt ſeven 


to beleeve, that Chrittwill come to 


holy; hee is glorious in holyneſs, and] 


th ? Chriſt came to him and com-ſ- 


and earthly then Zachens * Chriſt] 


l 


Jevils? Chriſt came coher, and Sil 
i | r 


i. ———_— 


a - 


Ne 


(Chriſt will come to thee too, and 
quiet and comfort thy mourning| 


[If thy (oule were full of wounds ; 


" bs Church Militant,” © $1 


her, {oule with ſtrong Conſ6latiog. 
W hy ſhou ld'{t not thou beleeve that 


ſpirit? 
Sol. But ſecondly I anſwer thus. viz | 


-_  w— 
—— 


|Chriſt doth not ſo mnch look bow| 


chou art qualified, as at what he 
hath promiſed : Chriſt hath promi 


faithfull and will do it. If my ſoule 


ſed he will come to thee, and he is| 


never {0 wretched, never ſo naked;| 
yet Chriſt having promiſed to come 
to thee he will make good his word, 
though he come backward with 


as Shem and Japhet did : to Noab. 


IS ; © 
Pon Jing ſores, if thou wert 


S black with fin as an Ehyo- 
pien ; if thou wert as iported 
with fin as a Leopard, nay, i 
thy foule did ftinke within 
Buy E 2 thee» 


{f thy ſoul were full of running 


—— <— 


were never {o pore, never {o-btinde,] 


a mantle to cover thy nakedneſs ,} 


” B 


J 


$2 
thee, as Lazarus after taken out of 


"—Chriſts Communion Dh 


cheearth again:: yer Chriſt ' having] 
romiſed'tocome to theeand:comforr 


his noſe while he be comforting thy 
or tittle of C hriſts promiſe ſhall faile. 


The voice of my Beloved, behold, he c0- 
meth leaping upon the Mountaines, and 


chou-ſtha't be lefr comfortle (S, | 
| Wherefore, O Weak: comfort- 


Comfor' er; as Bands did; 1 ſhall Jee 


hold him, bt 1.0t high: Num.24. 17 

[ 
{ thall ſee: Chrift come with a Wit- 
aeſs.. , nay with: many thouſagd:!wir-] 


laeſſesarthe;grear day, when every, 


21: That ſore: him: But” 1 ſhall not ſees 
1im come to m- now, in this ſoul-do-{; 
(our asa comforter, I ſhall beho1d 
him peradventure, as Moſes beheld | 

We 


———_ — —_ —— 
_— 


thee; he will do it, though he hold} 


ſtinking naſty” ſoul, Heaven andſ 
earth: ſhall pats:away, but not a- jot]- 


Shipping upon theiHills, Cant, 20 8.| 
Though. thee be Monotaines and|' 
ills of-fin in thy ſoul; rather chenſ* 


leſs'fon!, lay nor. of thy-Saviour and: 


bing . but mnt ' now; 1 halt 'be-|" 
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laceds. Ceaſe, O weak - foul, this 


ee. £2 


[tand, ſo powerfully, that my it» 


11ath ſaid he will come as a comfor- 


OY by Church Milttant, Yu ; 
the Holy Land, afarre off : he will 
ieyer come nigh my poor ſoul, to 
ſay it with thoſe comforts which it 


in credulous language; and ſtrive to 
)-leeve, and this fweet promiſe | 
creat of ſhall be made:good unto thee.| 
No {in (0 mighty to keep thy Cong 


Jforter from thee, as unbelicf. Say| 
Icncen, O mourning Chriſtian, to thy; 
icomfortleſs ſoul , Tet 4 little while 


ind he that ſhall come will come, ana 
vill nat tarrio. Heb. 10: 37, He thar 


terto thee, will come and will {atis- 
y thy ſoul with conſolation, as with| 
narrow and fatne's, Say to thy 
ad ſoul, with the. Pſalmiſt. AG 
70d will come, and will not keepe ſilence: 
He will ſpcake Conſolation fo plain- 
.y, that my 1gnorant ſoul ſhall undcr- 


credulous ſoul ſhall bele ve, anc 


own her own mercies. Thong arti 


how toſſed and almoſt drowned, C 
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34 Ciriſts Communion with 
Ty ſoul, with reftleſs ways of miſery; 
ſbur the Spirit will move upon theſe 
waters; thou ſhalt ſee Chriſt* com- 
ming towards thee, upon theſe trou- 
aleſome ways anon, and ſay, be nor 
afraid, it s I: Ithat have loved ha 
anc given my (elf for thee, and none 
Wall pluck chee our of my hand. 
Secondly, as I would have thee to 
jittive firmly-to belecve this truth | 
{o I would have thee endeavour pa- 
cienly to wait the accompliſhment of 
it, Belceve that Chriſt will come 
- fro thee, and wait patiently untill h. 
do come. There is good ground why 
very-ſou] ſhould patiently wait fo. 
Chric, comming to him , whethe| 
iwe conſider our {elves which are t 
be viſited, or Chritt our viſitour, It 
thou, O comtortleſ{s ſoul, confider|. 
thy ſelf which art to be viſited; there 
is great reaſon thou ſhouldeſt wait 
-Apatiently till Chriſt come to thee, 
-hew lohg ſoever he ſtay, 
Firſt, thou art a Creature anc 
Chriſt! 


j—— = 


* 
——————_—.. 
of 


—_ 


44 0 


S 
”; « woes 
= 3 bs * 
k L 
l ? $<8-4.4 + 3 
a. Att F 4 T.4\ 


OR. I OY NE OE TEE 


| | We ge —z 
F? his Church Militant. 85 
|Chriſt is thy Creatouty and ſhould 


ia Son wait on his Father ?:Thou arc 


| 


not aCreature wait on hisCreatoury 
Thou act a (ſervant, and Chrift.is-thy 
Lord : and ſhould not a-ſervant wait 
on his Lord ? C:nfider thee in thy 
higheſt relations, and they all cal] 
for -waiting- | Thou - art Son, and 
C hriſt is chy Father : and ſhould-nor 


a Wife, and Chriſtis thy Husband-;| 
and ſhould not a Wife wait en her 
Husband? i amor val 


. Secondly, conſiler that: thou: haſt 
deſerved, that Chriſt ſhould never 
come to thee, and yet for all this,ſee*! 
ing he will come to the , haſt-no 
thou juſt cauſe co wait patienly: till 
he do come, how. long ſoever ir be 
firſt ? B=fore thy calling thou didft 
reje&t Chriſt : and lince thy calling,]. 
thou haſt often grizved that Chriſt;,| 
and haſt not thou- then: deſerved 


thee ?* Thou haſt quenche 


chat Chriſt ſhould never come 
J 
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J | and ſollizhtedthe Spirit of Chriſt | 


 1-*7Take this'in another form: thon!). 
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_ |mation; andis there not juſt cauſe| 


86 ol brifts Communion with — IJ 


&- 


a ſweet motion of the Spirjt| | 
JofOhrift:thou haſt-turnedthe deafear | 
eſweer/ſtill-v8icethar hatch Tpoken| | 
behind thee, times'without humber, 


and haſt not thou then juſtly deſer- 
ved, that: Chriſt-as a. Comforter| 
ſhould never come to thee 2: iyer ſee 
ting he will comeffor all chis unkind-| 
| neſs, haſt not chon juſt:cauſe to wait] 
4patiently for hum, how long-ſo everj 
jhe ſtay. ? chou haſtmaby weekes ma-|: 
lay months, nay, many yceres, gone | 


PT I. ns 2 


along in a courſe of gaeving Chriſt s|. | 
and doeſt thou think much of wairs| | 


fring a ſew.weeks, a few months, a | 
Hew-years,. for Chriſt- to - come to] | 
Icomfort thee ?. ( | 


didſt make Chriſt wait a Jong 'time| } 
upon thee, ere thou wouldſt let him} | 
abide with thee as a ſpiric of Refor- 


then, that thou! ſhould ſt wait pa-| | 
tiently a long time upon him, if he | 
| — with | 
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Will 
time ; Chriſt will comerichly when 


{zrounds of patience. 
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wall have it fo, ere. he abide with 
thee as a Spirit. of Conſolation? h ow 
many knocks did Chriſt give at th* 
tubboen heart ere thou'woul-ſt o pe 
to him? how much dew of th 


F---5 


þ a” 


night diſtilled upon his locks, erc. 
thou wouldſt 


how many corrections were all {pilt} 
upon thee, ere Chriſt could winf 


thee to reſpe& him? canſt thou tel] Y 
if thou canſt nor, think not much ji 
Chriſt make thee ſhed a few tears, 


and breath out a few groans, ere h- 
bring glad tidings ofPcace unto thee, 


give him houſe-rcony 
in thy heart? how many mercies | 


= 
pan CS $# 90s 


Secondly, if thou conſider Chriſt 
hy viſicour, there is all the reaſon 
that can be, that thou ſhouldeſt wai 
patiently till he come to thee. Chri 
certainly ' come to 
Chriſt will cometo thee at the fitteſt] 


he dorh come, | which are all ſpecia] 
Chriſt will 

O comfortleſs ſon].] 
E ep th ugh 


:ome to thce, 


thee.}t- 
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2 1: nay, thon doeſt not waire for| 


$ 
Ong it may ſeem? to thee|| 
omething long firſt. Thou doeſt 
Fi wait for one that will not come 
it ail, as the Turk waifeth ſor Mato.) 


ne that will frivo.ouſly dzlay the 
time of tis Coming. Thou 465h not 
wait for one that will deccive th. e. 
Carilt hath promif-d to come t 
rnee, andhejs faickful anJ cannor 


30 faichſulneſs-firſt.thar-a man ſhould 


ico doeit. Chriſt is not mutable as 


gceny himſelfe, There is two things 


own what he hath ſaid ; and then ſe-| 


candly,that he ſhould make it 200d. 


Nowboth theſe willChriſt Co: Chriſt 


will not eate his words, as we ſay: 

tac he hath »% iſed hk will 
waar he hath promiſe e willi 
confels, and will make. g09d ; J 
w hattoe Ver labour ot Toſs he he at 


xe are, t9 promiſ? one thing to day, 


| s immutable and changeth not there- 
ere we are ro! conſum ed 


| chat! 


1nd recal it again £0 morrow : hee 


Thou doz:t nat waite for one 
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[fortleſs ſoule lies, is filthy .-an 


that will. frivolouſly delay "the 
time of his coming. Chriſt wil] 
not deale. with thy. comfortle(s 
ſoule, as thoſe ſorry, gueſts, deal: 
wich Chriſt, makes excules;. one has 
bought a yoke of oxen, and- there- 
fore could',not come : -another,, #. 
Fry &c. Chriſt will not cell 
thee as Abrabam Dives in hell, be- 

eweene thy. ſoule. and - him./ is, 2 
oreat gulfe, fo that. there can; 

be no entercourſe. betweene th. mw; 
Nor that from heaven to earth,is 
02. long: a journey, for . him rg! 
make: He will not-rell the2; chat 
che place where thy lick, con 


a|together ' unfic for him to com 
t>:- He will not tell thee that thy 
foul is ſo farre gone in griefe 
and delperate ſorrow , chat it is 
in vaine for him to c« me. to 
(che. Chriſt puts none of theſe. Get] 


Jlayes upon any of his parti; 


ents, Y 
-N 


wm wrans + ooote — —_ 


% 
z _ 
x 
| þ 
a 
4 [Y 
| Tt 
Sg 
| i 
'F 
" 7 ET 
15 
S | 2 
z , L 
: 4 
; + 
; 
$$ 
| 
il 3 
& hs 
3 : 
'T W-- 
f 0 
KK 
. fr »® 
' bl 
fi A 
: ; 
7 BY 
| 3 > 
- = v 
: l 
10 
18 <a 
: £6 
: P <'Y 
| : b- 
» 
| 4 *S 
' "MN 
_ 5 
0 
1 ow 
; , 
4a 
- 
£w 
4 
i me 
# 


ds Cir copmnnren with _ 
| Noxth=-ground whyChrift {tayes| | 
1:5,'that he may come 'to thee at.the} | 
freft time; and then he will: come] 
with: healing in his wings, if all che}. 
&vils in hell ſhould- oppoſe him, 
Iwhich mee thinks ſhould be a ſatis- 
faftorie. ground of patience, te any| | 
Jdifconſolateſoule : If a phyfitian yet] - 
japply chis, and that, further evacu-|. 
ation, rather then cerdials: as know- 
ing.the body, not yet. fit forcordials;|. | | 
will nat any wiſe man ſubmir parienr-| |__| 
Wy ro his way? ſo if Chriſt forbeare| || | 
feiving thy ficke ſoule cordials, as he | | 
{that :well knowes thy ſoule- not fir]. | 
fyer; for ſuchluſcious things; wile not] -| 
Trhou with much thankfulneſs ac | | | 
tknowledge his great care over thy 
foule, and with all patience wait his 
fleaſure ? I patiently. undergoe the 
Zain of drawing plaiſters, when 
{know my fore is not fit for healing; 
{*hus ſhoul1ic be in ſpiritual diſtreſ] | 
j es: we ſhould: patiently undergoc| '| | 
| zriefe and ſorrow until-our ſoules be 
s "3:80 
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\Ifure, O mourning ſ{oule, when he 


jof his ſhip in the longeſt voyage, if 


On 


{in the fulneſs of the: bleſſing of the 
__Holy} 


| 
©\ 
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fir for conſolation, and then we ſhall 
be (ure to have it. _w 


Finally.be ſure of this, Omourning]) 


ou! ; that Chrit will come richly, 
me_ thinks thou ſhonld'ſt waict 
ently for him: what Merchant but 
would wait patiently,; the returne 


he were ſurethat it wouldrichlyceturn 


farniſh'd with the, comfarts of che ho- 
ly Ghoſt, which are unſpeakable and 


when hee doth come; and therfore| 
pati] 


at laſt, Chriſt will come very richly | 


©... _ 
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glorious Qyourſoules that moura af-| 


tion to the Rewapes; that may I truely 
ſay. of Chriſt, inrelationtoall that 
mournafter him:& I am ſure-that when 
I foe wo, fac come ( ſaith he ) 
inthe fulnefſe of the bleſſang.of theGoſpel 
of .Chrif Rom, 15. 29::Chr Lam 


hriſt,”] 


doth come unto thee. he will come 


LE 
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. 


cer him,an wait for him,what the A. 4 
poſtle once ſpake of himſfelfe in cola, ; 
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Chriſts communion with 


[92 | | 
Holy Ghoſt: thou ſhalt have Joy} 
in the Huly Ghoſt unſpeakable and 
glorious. Thou by long waiting arf| 
madea inore vaſt veſſe], to hold 
che precious, watzrs of conſolation; 
land Chriſt by Jong ſtaying, doth! 
(as7 may ſay) the more ſurnith him-' 
ſelfe with theſe waters of life, to, 
jrefreſh, -f111, and ſatishe thy thirſty; 


_—_—_— 


will heale*throughly thy broken 
(heart, aad binde up all thy wounds: 
E will anſwer all thy doubts. and; 
[cleare all thy ſcraples: he will quiet! 
thy quarrelling conſcience, and {till 


thy *'complaining fpirit: he will fill 
thy ſad ſonle with joy and. gladneſs, 
ind thy dejz&ed ſpiric with ſongs 

f thankſgiveing. | 
- Ifceſe things, O mourning ſoul} 
Iwillnot make thee wait patiently 
- Jeil thy, comfertzr come to thee, but 
caou wile murmureand repine, and 
fall upon indirect waies to get con- 


(olation; know, that by this practiſe. 


|ſoule, when he comes to thee. Chriſt] 


| thou 
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thou wilt make thy condition ==! 
miſerable,then at preſent it is; Thou' 
wilt griev him that ſhould come as a 
Comforter to thee, & if thou by thy 
fin make Chriſt grieve, how Fn 
Chriſt by his Spirit make, thee re- 
Jjoycezand if thou ſet him a mourn-| 
ing that can only comfort thee, by 
whom wilt thou be cemforted? Þolt 
thou thinke to winne Chriſt to thee, 
by a dogged diſpoſition ? Chriſt may 
'pitty,and cure thy humors, but 'twwill 
never be by conſolation. Hee will] 
bring thee to be lowly and meeke ere| 
thou ſhalt finde reſt co thy ſoule: hee 
will makethee willing to lie under, 
his feet, glad of crums of comfort.) 
and willing to waite for them til] 
Chriſt hath dined, and every child 
ſerved. 

If thy corrupt. 'foule hanker after 
the pleaſures, of {in againe, becauſe| 
Chriſt as a comforter doth not come 
rothee, and thou be reſolv:d to pick! 
;and chuſe, amongſt the fins thy foul, 


| knows | 
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*[ro torture thee: Chriſt will make 


| ppb comforter: that the leaft] 
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knows, ro fine. out qae : that chpj 
ſonle moſt loves,to make a camfor- 
ter to thee as the 1ſraclires in thei: 
dogged humour made them a cap- 
ine to returne to eprpt ag ine; 
[know this, that what Ra thou pirch- 
eſt upon to. make a Comforter, 
chat fin wilt' Chriſt make a devil 


thee know by ' wofull experience, 
thatthe ſweeteſt fin 15a bitter and 


linne , is too great an evill,truly to 
comfort the ſoule: that to go to the. 
devill for conſolation, is to mak< 
faſter haſte for comfort, then good] 
ſpeed: that neither fin, nor any thing| 
inthe world beſide fin ſhall com-| 
fort thy ſoule, when he himſclfe 
(Will not. 
3. The laſt inftruQion that have | 
1-0 commend 'to thee, O comfortleſſe | 
foule'! that diÞſt never yet finde 
Ihriſt asa comforter come to thee| . 
is this: obſerve how Chriſt comes, | 
and 


4 «, > 


his Church Militant. 95 
' ,and do not put him off Chriſt comes 
| fto-comfartlefle fouls with comfort, 

Jin a promiſe zas Þhaveatlarge ſhew'd | 
4you; -The promiſe, -Chiift opens 
efore the ſoule; 'that he'' may (Hee 
the blefling wrapt up in it', vw Hich 
he needs. and then often repeats it 
ro the ſoule; that. he may relie upon 
it : inſtances to illoftrate this' way; 
of Chriſt, I have given you; things 
mult not be here againe repeated;that| - 
(which here I would prefs by way offt 
|Applicacion , is, that you which are 


Fomforclefſ ſoutes, would preſerve|- 


—_—  — 
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|this fecrer way of the Comforrer, 
| and meet him, 'Artthou tempted? 
(2nd doft thou now heare Keg mat ncay 
. Ef . iftians 1n 

[a \weer Ccill voice, aSIt tcjr mivoriry | 
were behind: thee, ſay- as it was With 
Sy 3 uh. "Samped; the 
PSs My heb Fall be -a0e not _ 
= f ficient for thee ? why the voice of the 
'T ithie 5 701 Lord, ſp akin 
this 15 the voice of chy. o"gs wo, 
ſoeloyed, that is Come and therefore | 
.tlto thee, embrace what thovght good 
| b F to,note. this lat! 

e ſaith, reſt upon it, turn. jefti ein. 
: nor 
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| {unbeliefe: and- peeyiſh: pertiſh- hu- 


owne corruption? and doſt thou 
heare ſuch. a ſweet voice behinde 
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Chriſt .cleanſeth 'us from all ſinne ? 
I Fohz 1.7 .Why this is theLanguage 
of thy beloved, he is com? to com- 


i} not thruſt - him, away by .unzinc 
of {language of unbeliet and paſſion. 
—_ - [Heare what he ſaith, for it is ſweet: 


i It is ſure. As Iſaac {aid unto 1acet 
| his ſonne, after he had had ſome 
ciſcourl at a. diſtance with him,come 
neer now and kifſe me my ſon, Gen. 27. 
29.50 ſhould ſuch comfortleſs fouls, 
{ay to Chriſt when they hear Chriſt 
ſpeaking, as it wczre ata diſtance , 
ſoftly and coldly to them, the ſweet 
and m<lodious promiſes of-his word. 
come neerer now, O my beloved, 


not thy Comforter. away now, by| 


mours. ; Haſt fallen into itn, by, the| 
trength of temptation, . and. thine 


thee :as this, :The blood of Feſus|| 


; jfort thee, O mourning ſoule, ao 


{ſtrive to- believe what he ſaith, foif 


anc 


—— — 
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. {peaking to you, who never yet hag 


|ms they have found Chriſt as a 
{have loſt Him. Three things 7 have 


| jtro ſay to theſe, Firſt, labour to. be 
ſcnſible of thy loſs. Secondly, blame 


ſhim ro returne ro thee againe 
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lips, for thy love is bertet then wine: 
what thou ſaieſt ro my ſoule, ſay it 


[wich (ach life, that my heart. meF-00 


longer be faithleſle, but believe, an 
give glory to thee. I have now done 


the Comforter come to you;.-  -- 

| I come now inthe laſt place to 
ſpeake a word or two particularly, 
to ſuch of Gods people, who cantel} 


Comforter come to them, but now 


not Chriſt for departing from thee, 
T hirdly,, uſe all holy meanes to get 


Firft,! would have thee, O de -erted 


no eres Ly 
and kifle me with theſe kiſſes of thy 


ſoul! to labor. to be truely ſenſible 
of thy loſs. Though it be rare 


| 


are deeply ſen(ible of chis great loſs; 


yer others areas deeply ſtu pid, which: 
Pym me to note this in{trucion. 


For 


en ew 
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98. Chrifts Communion with wy 
For a man to be ſtupid and ſenſe-}[* 
Ileſs under corporal aflictions,argues| 
fa veriejll temper of ſpirit; but for al; 
a6 cobeopid and ſenſeleſs under{|/*l 
Ofptricual' afidions, under” ſuch aj{S% 
Fpiritual affliftion, as this; the loſs 
 jof the Sonne. The loſs of Chriſt as|| 
ja-Comforter, argues avery ill tem Ct 
[per of fpirit indeed. Strive therefore, ||*'3 
JO deferred ftupid foule! ro affect] 41a 
{thine hearr: throughly with thy loſs. ||** 
Thou haſt loſt more then Job: when||* 
the - had foſt children, ſubſtance,| I'** 
ealth, honours, and friends: nay 
how haſt -loſt more, then if thou 
hadſt ioſt this world , Nay 
hon haſt loſt more then if thou had 
Woftthy life, which is of more worth! | 
tthen th= world:thon haſt loſtChriſ, | IÞ*< 
which+ is richer then this wecrld,|p 
and {weeter then thy life. What ay; 
infin te Joſs were it to this world 
toloſe the Sun 2 'twere at once tc] 
loſe all: Perennte ſole, prreunt omnia; 
for all-things ſerviceable for the uſ | | 


> 


—— 
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jof man, depend upon the taotion-and 
</linflzence of: thac glonipus Bodje, 
/[Whac a lofs then, is it t&-the 
[HI:fler. world. co loſe Chriſt t 
\\{Sonne of Rightequſneſs # Tis to! 
S 

S 


» -"_ eld. co: 


\[alligooJ at. once far: ſqu!e-,and boſe. 
All. graces - cloſe. 2nd wither :when|: 
Chril departs; as all fragranc flow! 
ers When the Sunne wth- 
. drawes his influence. And when 
theſe flowers, withenin: the ſoule,] 1 
[[a man, 15. a moving; -Uynghil,:chay(!> 
ſtinkes in the noſtrils -of -Govd and)?! 
| | man, where ! ever. he; comes; A} 1 
man. char. hath loſt Chiiſt, "may 
| ruely, ſay as ;ſþ> when the Ark 
Iwas loſt, that bis glarys departed;\iti 
{JAS the Suane 15 the glorie of! hel j 
forearec wor, fo Chrit the. Sunne| MN 
If. Righteouſn: -(s, 15. rhe: glorie of 
[the Iefler World, ty, wit; mah.: [' 
| ' Thou: haſt loſt, Uh@D: ip. rl 
 Iworld, that Is the world,thae; is more( +! 
ſrorth then; the world oY fd wihu ch alli : F 

| [the world, can never help thee t 5x6] 


| |. 2% eine 7 -—————_————— 


' 


\Thoo haſt Totar 4 = : 
have made the worſt' condition in| | 
this-life, a Heaven, - whereas the| 
beſt without it, is but a hell. Thou 
haſt. loſt that which would have 
beehe co thy ſoule a continual feaſt; 
whereas now thy 'ſoule is' a con- 
tinual famine 'and 'leanneſs; Thou 
thaſt loftthy ſpirits , and thy {oule 
is in a dead palliz,ſo that thou art 
a liveing dead man, fit for no} 
ſpiritual ſervice. Thou haſt loft 
chy head, thou haſt loſt' thy eyes ;| 
thou haft loſt thy hands, thou haſt 
loft thy clothing, nay,thou haſt loſt 
(hy beſt father, thy beſt husband,] 
thy beſt friend; all this and much! ; 
more comfort'is Chriſt ro -man 
Thou haſt great reaſon then,O de-| | 
erted ſoul, co lay to heart thy loſſe.| 
Lay to heart thy loſs, this is come-| | 
ly, but doe not blame Chriſt for! | 
departing from thee, this is uncome- | 
ly; and unrighteous. Uncomely;for oo | 
ic doth not ſuit with wiſedomes 
| | chldrer| 


| 


Jkhou felſt off from Chriſt ; and then 
'Hihe fell off from thee, end filled thee| + 


{khings ſeriouſly conſidered, haſt thou! 


ſ 


ag" "I E Su 


rats, Pee] 


children to juſtifie Wiſdom 1n-all his) 
'[[lways, as to others, © to our ſelves, 


[ 
| 


[jill thou beganſt to take pleaſure in} 


ling from thee 2 Iris 4 comely and a 
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children, to Jay folly to their ma<|-j 
ker. Unrighteous, for thou con-} * 
ſtrain'ſt him to depart from thee, v-|. 
cherwife he had never left thee;thou!” 


| [}pid'ſt finne againe and againe off: 


weakneſs, and yet Chriſt as a Com- 
forter did not depart'from thee,un- 


unrighteonſneſs, and to make fin a 
a cultome, 4 r17ht eye,a very.ſervice- 
ble thing unto thee, Chriſt did nor| 
[leave thee. Thou begantt 'to. wax 
wanton againſt Chriſt, -and then} 
Chriſt caſt thee off, Thou beganſt 
ro play the Apoſtate, and to back- 
ſlide in heart from Chriſt : and then 


with thine own ways. Now theſe 
any cauſe to blameChriſt for cepart-| 


very righteous thing for Wiſdomes| | 
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mayft thou be,if thou never retura to 


nae,{o unkindlyhave Idealtwith thee. |! 
i Then fer thy ſelf ſeriouſly;to the}! 
uſe: of ail holy. meanes, ,whereby] | 


thou ma iſt get thy Comforter to re-| 
crurne to thee. Examine twmy ſoul. 
chroughly thou muſt,to find out what| 
«VIII d: prived theeof ſogreaga' good; 


diſtaſte to thy Comforter, and whac| 
'was the cauſe he forſook? thy [on]. 


and rel] thee wherein thou oidſt give 


—— 


Wherefore thus dog deſerted ſoul; |! 
ay, righteous art thou, O Chriſt, in| 
{eparting - from me, and righteous| 


ON CO es 


and.in ſerious ſoul-ſearching, God| 
will {peak.to: thy 'concience, - and] 
conſcience will ſpeak plainly to thee, | 


And when thou haſt found. onc|. 
thar evill, which conſcience tels thee|: 


| 


i 


[muſt fall very. foul with, it, haw| 


deprived ghee of ſo great a good, thou| 


ſweet doever it hath been unto thee, 
Thy; great work muſt;be, to bring(;- 
thy heart to a-holy revenge upoa this], 
fin - to abhorre ir, and thy ſelf, SF 


5 
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| lcauſe*of it: and to. become very. 
vile, as Tb ſaith, and very. low inf 
| [thine owne eyes. Bring thy heart 


! [mercy of God, that things are.n 
[| [worſe with thy ſoul, That God had 
| [not cur. thee off in the ating of tha 
-| |Gin for which he deſerted thee: thai 
|| ſhe hath Jeft any place for repznt- 
| [ance, and given the leaſt defire to ſer 
| [about this work, | 
And when thou art come thus fars} 
{poſſibly che light of Gods counte-| | 


ee ae 
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ro admire the infinite patience and 


aance may begin now and then to' 
glance into thy ſonl, as at ſome little 


| [cranny : or at leaſt ſome more the! 


ardinary lightſomneſs may appear 
in thy fark Hl ſoule, as hens forh 
in the dark morning, (ome ipace of 
time before the Sun appears,that had 
efr this Horizon, Now this beam off 
ight,or this litle lightſomneſs of ſoul, 
hou muſt much qdmirezand acknow- 
ledg an unfathomed depth' of love in| 
at; that God ſhould ſo much as once 
F ſto*- | 


—rFw cw , 


Chriſts conenynion with 
ooptocaſt aneye after thee more, 
o give 'thy ſoule the leaft refreſh 
ing,” that did abuſe flagons of -love. 
By this glimpſe of light, or gtim-/ 
mering light, you are to ſtrengthen! 
our faith, in the delicf of this, 
that light will more_and more ap-] 
eare, aSthe light of the-marning.un-| 
o the. perfect day: and ſo confſe- 
quently to follow God with ſo much 
the more fervency of praier, for, 
the return of his wonted kindneſs 
|Foſeph, you know, carried himſelf 
very roughly to his brethren which 
had abuſed him, for ſome ſpace of 
time ; and put them in great-fea rof 
the loſs of thEir: lives , told them 
they were - Spies, and many harſh 
words he gave them, and harſh 
llooks : burat laſt when his: bre- 
thren had brought him-to Benjawin,j 


and diſcourſed a while, Foſephs| 
| tbowels began to work, and he couldI| - 
no longer with-hold his brotherly] 


love, Come Rare to ml pray Jon, 1 
a9 


('t 
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| | his Church Militant. _ 10g 
”, hem Joſeph Jour brither, Sc. 'T hus 
"1 | |Chriſt dur eldet brother 'deales witl 
J | | as, Who do vukindly and utibrotherly 
|} fafe him: he will handle” us ' very} 
* [roughly, and put us in feare of th 
2 {loſs of our beſt lives. he will make 
fe jour conſciences ſpeak bitter thingsa- 
[| [gainſt us, and ler looſe the devil to 
x tell us that we are Spies, hypocrites, 
| [and falſe friends to Chriſt: in this di-] 
*|| {fraced, affrighted, perplexed Rate, 
| ſhe may hold us many dayes, many 
Ts week-,many meneths; but he canno 


i. 


f 
:  ſhold.in his brotherly love alwayes i 
: 


[| [kindly intreat him,and bring Bezſs- 
{/ [-2ij»tohim,his own blood and merits 
this will make his bowels works und 
{make him uomask himſelf and-fay,' 
| _{comeneare to me;O mourning ſouls, 
Fi fofſed and not comforted,'l amCiril 

Ei your elderBrother, whom ye unkind. 
[ly uſed: ina little wrath lhid my face? 
YZ from you, but now with oo 
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\ (kindneſs will | embrace youwes 8 _T 
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we "patiently bear his frownes, aid}. 
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Be 21 2 Tim. 4, ver(.22- | 
rh Lord Feſws Chriſt be with thy Spirit, 


YHisText is Pauls ſweet affecti- 
 onate farewel to Timothy. 
—— Many graveand g gracious 'in- 
fractions Paul had given to Timothy, 

but *"tis not much "what man {lairhf 
the :care, as what Chriſt ſaith to}: 
he heart, that works effeAually,| 
0 fer man about his duty ; and 
therefore doth Paulin the conclufion 


# 
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T is Church ODA. 
|9f all bis Chriſtian counſel ro Tims: 
thy, patherically pray, That the Lord 
(Feſus Chrift mould be with his ſpirit. 


{[am caught my duty by a Panl, ons 
{in gifes not inferior to _the..chiefe! 


lgood ſeed caſt into bad ground. Anc 
[cheveory Paul (aw it but nezdful as 


| know ) between che care and. t 


Militant, ; 107; 


The beſt teaching of man is but as 
water ſpilt upon the ground, unleſy} 
Chriſt inwardly teach the ſpirit. If 


T. _—_ PO WE Op PPP try - 4 ht 


Apoſtles, yet unleſs Chriſt be withſ 
my ſpirit, to make things take root| 
ther?, all will die and wither, 1:k< 


to teach the eare, ſo to intreat thef 
Lord to teach and ſtreggthen the, 
(pirit. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with 
thy Spirit, 3's -46M 
There is a great diſtance ( you] 


hearc : it is an eaſte thing for man tc 
vring home things unto the one, bui 
no |:\s then the almighty. power off 
Chriſt will bring home things untof. 
the other, There 15 @n incomparablg 
harcneſs upon the heart of man| 


F2. natural! 
Re 2c. As 4 Dag > on” —_ 
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For: Chrifts. Communion with 
|. {naturally: it is harder then an 44: 

[»a27: now though'a child with hiy 
liectt'Bnger, may make @ diarup3n 
the bough; yet a: Gyant: with all his 
ſtrength, cannot make cints upon an 


ſtrength,make divine imprefſionsup- 
In the fpirit of man; and thert fore it 


is, thar Pa» doth implore an Al- 


efas Chriſt be with thy Spirit. - 


AJamint, much lets can all crearedf 


mighty ftrength to do thus, The Loydj 
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Why doth not Pavl* here, wiſh] 
iches and honours and 'pleaſures/un ( 
0 Timothy ? Is the- bare prefence off 
brift with a mans ſpirit ſuch | 
viefling? To this I anſwer, riches and 
onours, &c. They are boxa, but not 
pptims ; good things, but not the beſt 
bings, Earthly things though good 
in themſclyes, yet are no further 
od to ine, then as the Eord wen 


brit is with my ſpirit, to guide it 
co uſe chem; and therefore Pasl as\ 
one cruly wile, prayed for-the prim: 
t202d for Timothy ; for that.. gooc 
which 


” 9 
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{blefling, The ord Feſns Chrift bel. 


Vie Fpeaks of Tuch a / preſence,” ai 


—— Church Who” 109] 
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(on all other things work to ſj 
{ther g004, to wit, 'That to have th 
ifLotd Teſus Chriſt with our ſpirits, is 
jprime' and principal bleſſing. Paul her 
wiſhetlvit co” Tamothy,' as a cardina)f 


lic ey ! ſplrie. 
| -  Enleatiopropeftionis,” - |} 
{\Pp haveC brift with owr ey &c.|- 
How ) can/ Chriſt be' 'pre ene with af 
man upon earth, whois now: aſcend-| | 
ed;and-firtethar-the "gh Hand of hiq . 
Father in heaven? 2A e$297100 
7&3 $A. 1041 ny $3 Qt © 
' The Apoftle doth hint an' atiſyei 
eo this qleſtiong in the forn of 4js 
Orayer, if you obſerve it.5 The L6jd 


Teſu us Chriſt, ſaith he, be with thyſpirit 
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will Guy yeeld Communion and fel 
towthip to the: ſpiric -of man; -There 
is a-double preſence of Chrilt wit 
man, corpyral and ſpiritual; wynt- 
ly '; or meerly ſpiritna}," With 
jane men” mage” perfect 'in "glory,] 

Chriſt} 
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khe myſtical body of Saints glorified. | 


vile bodies unto. the fame {militude:] * 
And with' them, Chriſt is preſent] | 
ſpiritually, filling them with thoſef ! 
/oyes, the taft of which upon earth 
isealled a#neehabve avd fn. of glory 
Ot: this commugion ſpeaks. Chri 
bimſelf, 1in them 4nd theu in me 
04h 4/103, Way be made peofect in one. 

0h.17,23- As the. {gu} is #944 in ty{0;, 
FT tots in qualibet parte: according tf 
he wholeg-in that, whole whirh isþ 
els nokle then itſelf :-according. tof 
the whqle,.that;is, according to char 
full force and -energy which the.{ou] 
hath, it acuates. and. organizeth 
very. member of che body, the leaſt 
as well as the igrearcit 5 So Chrilt ny 


"_ mad. 4..." 4 


is 451 may ſay, Tots 1y toto, & tot, 
as gapliber parte, Whole Chriſt doth 
wholly exerciſe dominion in every| 
5 glorifiec] 
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| rs ſoul , hence it 3s, that all 
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1! Chriſt, who is-in the ſulnefs of his 
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them, | 
| Secondly, there is a preſence 


DE ESE ITY Cao UT > OP. WO ERAS T7 x 


that is, ſuch a preſence, as whereby; 
not the perſon, but the providence 


311} 


ch ſouls,” are wholly holy, an} 
1: wholly happy;rthat is, perfectly holy, 
nl} and perfe&ly happy: foras muchas 


, Fathers glory* is fully preſent with] 
olf 


Chriſt with man, meerly ſpiritual ;} 


— 
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ſence ; a preſence of influence a 


Special: 


{ ||of Chriſt may be ſeen ſucha'pre-] 
| \{ence as ſuperiors have with infertora, 
not 4 tontignal, but a virinal pre-j 


* ai 


goyernance, as the Sun hath with us, 
by his rayes and beames, And tkis}:. 
preſence is cither Commane or 


with man, is that whereby man i 
upheld and gnided, accorcing' tot 

| veing of a rational creature, O 
this preſence of Chriſt with ma 
[peaks the Apoſtle, that they ſhonli 


a, Los. % F 3 
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after hinCand find hun, though hebe.not 
farr from every one of us, for in him we 
fs ut, move, and have our hting; © Acts 
17. 37,38. - Chriſt as: an vpholder 
of. each creature, is nct farr from 
every one of us : that is, he is ſtil] 
þ | | 
Preſent withus thus, and with. all na- 
| 


earth. This preſence of Chriſt with 
m2n'therefore,.cannot -properly bel 
| : ; if E: . 4 

{called a Prim: and: principal. bJeſſing, a: 
choiſe and favour, becauleit.is com-! 
mune to. mankind in general ; yea,! 
Commune to: all-..creatures below 
iman.; for:God js with all the works 


according to its proper ſpecies, 
_ Secondly,thereis a ſp cial preſence 
of Chriſt with. man, which is that 


'briſt, in the ſpirit.of mans where. 
by it is made one. ſpirit, ,with the 
pirit of Chriſt, .in willing and nil-| 
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ſeck the Lord, if happily they might feel 


tiens of men, which he hath made of one. 
blood, ta awcll upon the fact of thel. 


of his hands, to nphold every creatur 


{efficacious working of the Spirit of. 
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ling,accocdiggto th Fike volts 
ies 19,1; 1nd DN; Lord i mt 0 ” 
Sprrit.. 
There is a. ſpecial preſerice” of 


4 _ 


th: good of them; which, the P Pſalm. 
if. intimares where be [aith, That 'b6 
kno.vs our frame, and remembers that we 


er wa. IR 


Lord pitch their tents abous the v1 Mt; - 
#7; And 74506 found the. rut] 
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{upon”'s Kone. 


funder a. greater: For 
ſo 2 (p:Gal manner prefent” wit 


| Fi (pigs, fo. goide, an order that 
Þ _ 


this by, experience, hea : 
tefate Pe oc WINS 
at 4 is ple af 

ſpecial. preſence © and- Providence 0 
Chriſt, reſpeRing the 'outward man, 
is comprehended | -ufider* the” otlier, 
hich reſpx&s. the. 1HHAY pan, 
Juid minus ſub majori, NY F Nth nn 
31 God þ 
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FT cahnot Chuſe, but be renider!y 
TJ jpreſentwith mealſo, for the good of| 
W.- that, whilſt every member thereof, 
js aftuatcd by a ſpirit of his own or- 
derip to his own honour, as we 4pons 
"of r righteouſneſs. And therefore dorh| 
Pal q pithily” co ſpedK tnich in few J)F 
fie 
ily preſuppoſed ; praying that 
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paſs over that, which is ne-] | 


. Fer 07 ing w 17 all 255 whireb) x 
| wh wLre all the Eloryge ts his| 


Naw, 
"Now jþ4t fhs to eve” Chit 
| reſty Ant With a Ny ſpirit, is 4 prin 
ad principal, ble 42. Twiffptain! | 
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his Church Militant. 


our ſpirits, is the ready way” to al] 


good - and therefore muſt needs bt 
| ja prime and principal bleſling. | 
| Thus to have Chriſt preſent with 
2 mans *pirit, is the ready way unt: 
2]! temporal! good. Men whoſe ſpi- 


ner order, to avoid fin, and ti = 
themſelves pure, as. Paul here uſctt. 


%* 


Fay good things, ſo fatr fcrth as 


ay be good for them, belong unto} 


them by promiſe : For godlineſs hath 
the promiſe of this life. It ſhall oome 


is my Wajes; that 1 will bleſs you in the 


 [feld, in the baſket and Pore, &c- If 
19% walk in my wayes [ will do] 
| (1h»r,G7, Why, they with tlioſef 


ner preſent, this is thcir high-way 


rits Chriſt coth after a ſpecial man | 


to paſs ( faith the Lord ye jou wall 


{roi tof the womb, in the fruit of the] 


{C93 $0/0#0n {aich ) to depart i from| 


n5 'F 
Thus to have Chrift preſent with; | Þ 


jcemporal, (ſpiritual, and erc:nal[ 


the expreſſion to Timethy, all tem-|, * 
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{pirns Chriſt" is'afcer a {p=cial man-J 
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VE will: that is; this is their daily en-| | |: 
wha. to walk in all the wayesf | |: 
of the Lord , and {o conſequently,all| | 4 
- ſemporal 000d of right belongs unto] | | 


But you will ſay, how is it then,} | | 
that thoſe with whoſe ſpirits, Chriſt] | | 
is. moſt preſent to make moſt tender] | | 
for his honour, have uſually leaſt of| | 
all temporal good thiags, Sy 
FE 41 
To this the anſwer is cafie and! | | 
|Tanifold, Men with , whoſe ſpirits. | | 
Chriftis moſt pre ſent, to make them! 
moſt tender to- avoid ſm, and to. 
keep themſelves pure, theſe the devil || 
ota-maſt of all. maligne, and ſets his = 
limmes to ſpoile rhews of their. goods, as 
| 


the-Author to the Hebrews faith, ro 
k-ep them from that, which Chriſt 
would have th:m advanced tor. elſe 
trip them-of that, Which Chriſt hath.- 
conferrei on them, by imprifonment, 
haniſhment+and the like; and ſo 
Go ſuch live-in dens and le =1 

an | 
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and caves: of the earth; to wander in 
(deſerts and wil'erneſſes, wearing 
iiheep-skinncs,and goat- Skinns, whom 
the world is not worthy, Where a 
ſpirit of malice and confuſion rules: 
tis no marvel-to ſee ſervants ſer on 
horſe-back, and. the princes go or. 
foot. . 

. Secondly, men with whoſe ſpirit 
Chriſt is after a ſpecial manner pre- 
ſent, he takes ſpecial notice to vw hat 
evill the ſpirit is moit 1aclined, and 
ſo anſwerably gives of theſe outw are 
things unto them. A wile Father] 
hath his eye upon the ciſpoſiiion of 
his child, anJ to what a img. 
he finds him.inclined, he\lab ours tc. 
prevent all occaſions to it, and fo} 
keeps his child ſhort of what he conld 
2therwiſe liberally allow him. And f 
thus 'tis with our heavenly Father,| 
reſp<fting his children : he eyes} 
frialy rheir- ſpirits; and -if he ſ-e]. 
them inclined to. prile, coveto.ul-, 
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nefs, or any other ſcandalous vice, 
F : 
__ | 


——— Aw cd 


_ — 


% . 
— 
he —— a aa WR he —.. I” — — 
R WD - =C _ 


-- 


_— 


1.8 Chrifts Communion'with 
Fe ſhortens them in chat, which may 
c,ment theſe. At theſe (I chink) 


Let the rich rejoyce in that he is made 
* lam. 1, 10. God out of tender 


ove to his children, oft-rimes makes 
them p2ore in purſe,that they may 
become poore in ſpiric, and fo ca- 
pable of the kingdom of heaven. 
W hich rightly weighed; is not 'mat- 
jy of ſorrow, but matter of joy, as 


James ſaith. * 

Thirdly, thoſe wich whoſe ſpirits 
Chriſt is after a ſpecial manner pre,| 
ſent, to guide them to walk in his 
wayes, and to keep themſelyes pure ; 
Chriſt doth prove them by poverty,| 
as by other things: and hence it may, 
come to pals ; that Chriſtians very 

tholy, may yet notwithſtanding be 

[very deſticute of the things of this 


with 7b. Chriſt was after a ſpecia' 
manger preſent with his ſpirit, tc 


Lora man) 


[airs him to walk uprightly above. 


 [rames may point, where he ſaith, 


{life. Thas you kndw'the Lord ttealt | 


 ois Church Militant F 
many in his tim?. Now to mak 
known this to the ,worid, to his ow 
glory, and: Jobs eternal honour, h 
ript /ob of all, and fer: him upon { 
unghil, who before ſat with the 
chiefeſt in ſeats of honour, God wi 
have the: world know, that tho 
with whoſe ſpicits he is after a ſpeci! 
al manner preſent, to guide and or 
er them, are not as thoſe wit 
yhoſe ſpirits thedivel isin a ſpecia 
|manner preſent, to guide and order y 
to-wit, ſuch as will wind- and tur 
every way when putto it;: : 
Laſtly, thoſe with whioſe ſpirits 
hriſt is-after-a ſpecial manner pre- 
at, they deſire but lietle of the 
things of this life, and therefore *tis 
no-marvel, to ſee Chriſtians ver 
holy, yet not very wealthy, Chrſti- 
ans with whoſe ſpirit Chriſt is after 
a ſpec'al mariner preſent, they only 
deſire daily bread, Agvrs portion, 
Foad convenient ; and this the Lord| 
gives them, ang with this they are 


. 


contented,| 
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contented, 


1nſcarchab 


nat, which 
end after 3 


[Itriſtians/whoſe 
'y bend after graze to theſe 
' mercydorh m 


'nN mer 
1y himſelf, 


$68 to that'of Chriſt; Bleſſtd are they 
Phat Pungey andihirf after 
or "they. ſhall be © filled; | 
vhoſe ſpirits'moſt ſtrongly bend after' | 
rorldly riches, 

Chriſt in: juſtice 
olyes himſelf to gi 
:othat of the Pfa 
hou filleft with thy hid trga|, 


thy eſtate, 
'pirits Chri 
prer preſent 
RIzbreonſneſs, 
world :* the 


they hunger and thirf after 


idt the fading riches of this .} 
Now Chriſt a 
noft liberall j 
the 
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which is the only weal 
Chriſtia!s, with whoſe 
ſt is after a-ſpecjal mags! 


not'afrer riches in the 
y cover the beſt gifts; the 
i= riches of Chriſt, 2nd 
Me, 
PP-i's himſelf; to be 
n the diftribution: of 
in mercy, 


or in* juſtice 
ſpirits 


moſt ſtrong: 
neſe Chritt 
oft bountifully ap. 


Fl 


tO give grace : accorc-! 


rightesuſnes;| 


ſpirits. of men. moſt | 


Chriftians | 


to theſe oft:times 
moſt liberally ap-| 
ve thoſe;atcordins 

Imiſt, 


«rei Accord- 
ing 
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4nd principal bleſſing. 


fake ſo diſtinguiſh.) Temporal good 


lin it ſelf isnot ſo. Now all:choſe with 


F—Y i. ot th. a” _ ""— PR. 4 by 


Py 


—_ his Charch Militant” 13 | 


ing likewiſe to that, Solomon. There 
is # ſore evill which 1 have ſeen unde 
be'Sun,nameiy,riches kept for the own- 
ers thereaf totheir kurt: Plal. 17: 1. 
Ecclefe 5:13: The objection being 
thus anſwered, the argument is ſtil] 
z}f force. That To have Ghriſt with] 
our ſpirits, is-the way to all tempora 
ood, and ſo-conſequently,; «prime 


But that I may yet more fully 
fpeake in this- argument; note that} 
emporal good, is either. poſitive, or) 


privative: ( if I may for illuſtrations 


n a: poſitive ſenſe, is: that: ſecular 
ning, which is in itſelf good « as 
oread and cloathing, and the 
tke, of which we have. already]. 
[poken. 

Temporal good privately-ſo-call'd,is 
fiction order'dtoa mans-o 00d, which 


xhoſe ſpirits Chriſt - is preſent are 


partakers of this temporal .gocd. 
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ny Chriſfts: communion with E 
All outward crofles tend to their in-f;, 
yard gaine, becauſe Chriſt- is with 
|their. ſpirits. | For: all outward 
{troubles are heavier oc'tighter, 'more 
(hurtful or more profitable ſtill.co aler 
man, es Chriſtis pleaſed to order hisÞn, 
pirit under them. A little ours]; 
ard 'troable, if Chriſt let it ſeize], { 
pon a mans ſpirit, he-quickly finks] 
and dyes under his burthen, accord- 
ing ro that £ cheApoſtle,worldly ſor-f. 
nm canſeth death. The lofie of . 


— 


wife or husband; nay , the.loſfe of ally; 
child or friend; nay, the loſle of thei} 
eaſt outward content, if Chriſt}; 
{tan aloof from a mans ſpiric;and 
et it faſten upon him, he will ſoon 
larigniſh, and. bleed inwarcly *) 
Jeath ; whereas all outward affliti+| 
ns, meeting together upon the out- 
ward. man, if Chriſt be with the 
pirit, to ſupport and beare up that,| ||re 
2 Chriſtian ſweetly ſubmics, and; [th 
keeps On his way, according co chat! W 
of the Apoſtle, Rejoycing in hope,||\.. 
: . Patient 
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—fpatient in tribulation.continuing inſtant 
nd iy -prater : Rom. 1212. Now Chriſt 
tenderly watches, when - outwarc 
rd[croables begin to take hold of that, 
re[piric, with who n he is ſpecially pre-: 
lent, and then he quickly relieves 
1Shind eaſes it 3 and not only ſo, but| . 
ll andifies-it, to the drawing of ſuch} 
Ze | ſpirit nearer to God in ]ove, accor- 
ling to that of David, Pſal. 116. i, 2. 
7 love the Loyd becauſe he hath heard 
ny voice,and ny ſupplication, becauſe he} 
hath inclined his care unto me, therefore 
will I call «pou him as long-as 1 live. 
Add this to the former, that to have 
t Chriſt wich our ſpirits, is the ready 
d Iway to all temporal good, wherher| 
tive or privative; and you . muſi 
needs grant .it-to be a principal 
bleſſing. 
/ Secondly,thoſe with whole ſpirits 
briſt is fpecially preſent, are in th 
ready way - to all {-piriual- good z and 
therefore thus to have Chrilt preſent 
with our ſpirits, muſt needs be connt- 
) | | repeernegrer—— : ed 
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eTa principal bleſſing. Chritt is} 
Anthor ani Workec "of all gracey { 
and cherefore ſuch ſpirits muſt needs}|[JV 
be very gracious with whom Chriſt |5 
is, The Places art hoty whereuntothel |< 
- |IArkof the Lord Aoth come, ſaith Solo ||| 
won, 2 Chron. $.n. FEmay truly (ayſ}\ 
it of Chriſt which the Ark typified |[? 
[The ſpirits are holy with whom |! 
Chriſt is, and where holy Chriſt|| 
comes, They are at the Well- Head}: 
'for holineſs, which have holy Chriſt 
with their ſpirits. bt 

They that have Chriſt with their] |: 
ſpirits, are in the ready way to the, |© 
very height of heavenly Wiſdom asþ 


| Ghriſt is, With him are all che: |*< 
Z jtreaſures of Wiſdom. He thatlie: * 
'S lin thy boſom, teaching thee Wiſdom } 
£ Iſecretly, came ont of the very boſom] {1 
{of the Almighty, and knows alll| |" 
, Ichings3 and he gives (ach an unai-\ || 
H on £Q that” ſpirit which he-teaches,||- | 


that he makes it -know and diſcern} js 
f things to0. mrs | © 
| -- They ?_ 
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isl1, They that have Chriſt wich thei, 
ef {{pirits, a2re.in the ready.way to the 
[s(t |ve*y height. of love, which is the 
fſglory of all Graces, in the.fight o 
God and man : for thereis no ſuc 
Worker and Winner of love. . as 
Vhriſt is. If he do but pur inpbis fiu- 
Yer by te hole of the door»he will make 
11 mans bowels melt after him, ] 
edo but reveal his love to our (pi-| 
1'its a little, owe.ſpirits grow fick of) * 
Toveuntohim, . He will wound ms 
with one of his eyes, fo full. of beauty 
lis he. - Let a mans ſpirit be never (c 
 (cold,. yet if Chriſt be wichir, heis 
lin the ready way to burn with love 
[9 Chriſt as ſtrong as death, which] 
{many waters cannot quench, 
| They that have Chriſt with thei: 
{ipirits, are in the ready way to the 
nou rt ba mags Boy, 
very height of .joy and conſola-} 
| ſtion: They. are in the realy. way 
. ||. fro joy to #7ſpeakable and full of 
nll felory. Theſe things hawe I ſpoken un- 
|| [9 you,&c. laid Chriſt co his diſcipl:s. 
Chrift 
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ſpirits of thoſe with whom, he 15 
preſent, as fi11s their (pirirs with joy, 


Chriſt ſpeaks ſtch © things ro the 


to the very brim, and this oft-rimes| 
is gs bg; 
in the very depth of all outward ex-| 


' qe The Church doth darkly 
WW hintthis. The Cerforter which ſhoulal 


reltowe my ſoul is fur from me; Lam.| 
11.16, As if the Church had faid,| 
_ though my outward miſery be ex-| 
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(hould have as much conſolation as 
my heart could hold, in the midſt of 
all my miſery : bur this is my miſery, 
that the Comforter which ſhoulc 
|eclieve my ſoul'is far from me : out| 
p þ > 
fof the hearing of ſighs, and groans : 
nay, .out of the hearing of ſtcong 
cryes z be is angry azainſs my prayers. 


ceeding great, y<t if the comforter| 
j6i but keep cloſe to my ſpirit, | 


Ina word, 2 Chriſtian whic hath 
Chriſt with his ſpirit, is in the ready 
way to excel 7n vertue, as David (ays, 
to excel in all vertue, to be wiſe 
eas his teachers ; more excellent in 
# 2 al: 
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grace then his neighbours. And| 
cherefore, to have Chriſt preſent 
with our ſpirits, muſt needs be 
counted and called, 4 prize ax 
principal bleſſing. 


- — 


ſpirits, is the ready way to eternal 


| ſhe opens and no man ſhuts , ſhuts, 


Laſtly, to have Chriſt wich. our 


goods and therefore a principal 
blefling. As aſtone carres with it 
whatſoever light thing be faſtned 
to it, unto its own center ; | 
Chriſt whoſe proper place of refi- 
ence is Heaven, carries him thi- 
ther, all ſuch ſpirits asto whom he 
is united on earth. If we have a 
ſpecial friend at Court, we count 
that we are in 4 ready way to {ee} 
all che pomp of the Prince. Chriſt 
hath the Keys of Heaven and Hell; 


and no man can open: all with 
whoſe ſpirits he hath dwelt, and} 
been kindly uſed upon earth, he 
knows; and when they ſhall knock] 


jat thoſe everlaſting gates he wil, 
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open and [et them into every room 
= in his royal dwelling, and ſhew 
| | {chemall the glorywhich he had with 


his Father bcfore the world was. 
'Tis between Chriſt and that ſpirit 
with whom he lives, as between 
Naomi and Ruth .where the one lives 
che other will. Wrileſt ſuch (pi- 
8 Irits ve in the body, Chriſt will 
| {live with them there, whea they|| | 
| remove out of the body,Chrift willſ| | 
not leave them (death cannst [epa- 
rare) but commands his Angels rol 


bring them to eternal manſions | 


with himſelf. Chriſt which js lifced|| | 
up toglory himſelf, will draw up all 
ſuch unto him, as in whoſe ſpirits 
he dwels,and no ſtrength ſhal be able 
to withſtand him none ſhall pluck!| |. 
{ach out of his hand. Yrnio cum ) 
Chriſto, eſt unis innnibilis, | 
If rohave Chriſt with our (pi- 
y rits be a grand faycur, not to have| | 
kim with our ſpirits, muſt needs be |: 
A grand evill. A ſpirit withour 
Chriſt 
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if God ( unſought )do not ſeaſon-| 


his Church Militant. 127, 
Chriſt is naked, as a body without] 
cloaths. Many things may make 
clothing and defence for the body, 
out only Chriſt that beſt garment,as 
che Father of the Prodigal calls 
21m, can make clothing and mu- 
nition for the ſoul, A mans ſpirit] 
without Chriſt isas a naked body 
amongſt Thorns, every Thorn 
pi:rc-t2, and every bryar ſcratch- 
«th, and fetcheth bloud from ſuch} 
a body; ſo worldly cares and world- 
ly feares, when ſtrong, will pierce 
{ach a nak-d ſpirit thorow and 
chorow, and make him'irunne mad. 


ably ſtep in and bridle the Bedlam, 
A mans ſpirit without Chriſt, is as 
2 naked body amongſt Serpents 
very +erpent ſtings aud venoms ſuch 
a naked body to death;ſfe every ſeed 
of the Serpent ſtings and poiſons to 
leath ſuch naked ſouls, by their 
chreatnings, flatteries,examples, and 


che like, Amans ſpiric withoutChriſt 
G 2 15 
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bs as a naked boy in great blaſts of 
lightning; ſuch badies are ſuddenly 
ſcorched and conſumed ; ſo ſachj 
naked ſouls are ſuddenly blaſted, 
[by the fiery darts of the Devill, 
and ſo ſuddenly oft-times go from 
burning to burning ; from burning 
lin {tn to burning in Hell. 
A mans ſpirit without Chriſt is 
not only naked, but blinde roo. Al 
naked man having his fight, may 
make ſome ſhifr, but a man naked 
and blind too,isin a miſerable help- 
lleſs ſtate indeed: and uſt ſuck isthe| * 
{tate and condition of every mans 
({pirit, that hath not Chriſt with it:| 
. [for as the Sunne in the Heavens is 
the eye and light of the greater 
world , {0 the Sun of righteouſneſs 
Chrift, is the eye and light of the 
[«ffer world, Man, Now do but im- 
agine what a dark dolorous con- 
dition we ſhould be in, if the Sunne 
were darkned, or had utterly. for. 
(aken our ' Horizon ; or do but 
| think 


| 
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his Church Militant, 129} 
chink of that darkneſs, which was 
was upon the Agyptians for a 
little time, when no man could ſtir 
)ut of his place, and ſuch and much} 
worſe is the darke dolorous con- 
ition of a ſpirit withoutChriſt,nor| 
[able ro ſee the leaſt beame of ſa-| 
ving light, not able co ftir a ſtep| 
our of his place, in the way that} 
leads to life, 
A mans ſpirit without Chriſt is} 
not only blind, but damb too. A 
man that is blind, yer if he can 
_ [ſpeak, can beg, or that which he 
cannot ſee to wark for. But whenf 
a man is blinde, and dumb too : 
that he can neither help himdelf.| 
nor beg of others, heisin a doleful 
(condition indeed; and juſt ſich is 
the condition of every mans ſpirit 
chat hatch nor Chrift with ir: For as 
Chriſt is eys tothe foul, ſo he is a 
Mouth and Tongue, enabling 
to cry Abba Fither, Unteſs the 
ſpirit of Chriſt be with our ſpirits, -. Iſh; 
G 3 helping|,; 1" 
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1clping our infirmitics, who are 


lzodly , weare dumb, and not able 
Ito ſpeak to our own Father, as a- 
{{opted children for dayly bread 


more unable to beg for life, to the 


Jreadful Judge of allthe world, 
muſt all ungodly perſons needs be, 


Iwhoſe ſpirits are altogcther with-| 
lout Chriſt,-as an helper. ' I would} 


naveall men that live in their fins, 


as the dreadful Judge of all the 
world at the great day ſhall aske you, 
what you have. to fay for your 
ſelves, that you ſhould not eternally 
dye for your fins, in which you 
have lived, you wil be like that man 
whichwas without his wedding gar- 
ment, dumb and not able to ſay a 
word for your ſelves, becauſeChriſt 
15not with your ſpirits.'Tis impoſh- 
ble that a mans own guilty ſpirit 


{ 


ſhould be able to look the terrible 
[Judge of men and devils in the face, 


think ſeriouſly of this ,when Chriſt] 


much. leſs to ſpeaka word for mercy 
u n- 
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unleſs theAlmighty Spirit of Chriſt 
be withit, toaidit., Many 1gno- 
rant wretches ſooth themſelvs with 
this. that they will at laſt cry Lord, 
Lord, and ſo prevaile quickly for 
pardon with him, who is infinite in 
mercy. Why,butthink on this O 


l;enorant ſoul ! No wan can call Fe- 


us Lord, but by the Holy Ehoſt, Thou 


wilt not in thy greateſt need be able 
to cry Lord, Lord, unleſs the Lord 
be with thy ſpirit. Death will ſting 
thee, conſcience will gnaw thee, 
(Chriſt will condemn thee, Devils 


QC 


deableto cry, Lord, Lord, have 
mercy on me, unleſs the Lord be 
with thy ſpirit: but inflead of crying 
Lord, Lord, for mercy, thou wilt 
burne in maliceagainft theLord,and 
curſe and blaſpheme as Devils and 
damned wretches do. Haſt thou ne- 
ver ſeen condemned wretches not 


—_ 


will tear thee; and yet wilt not thou]. 


only dumb, but withall, deſperate 
[roozand leap offthe ladder themfelvs 
G4 withour. 
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without either asking God or man| 
forgiveneſs Thus in a fpiritua] | 
lene, and much worſe, wilt thou 
do in the great day of judgement, | 
for as much as Chriſt is not with| 
by ſpirit. ; 
Fourthly, a mans ſpirit without] 
[Chriſt is not onely blind and dumb, 
tout deafe too, And if a nian be 
lind and dnmb,yet if he can heare, 
e may make ſome ſhift to help 
himſelf : we follow a thing ( we | 
Iknow ) ſometimes by che ſound,| | 
when we cannot ſee it, nor ſpeake 
{what it is :but when a- man 1s na-| 
ked, Blind, Dumb, and deafe roo, 
he is in a helpleſs condition indec<d; 
and juſt ſuck is the ſtate of a mans 
ſpirit without Chrift, ForChriſt, 
aS heis Eyes and Tongue, (o he is 
ares alſo to the ſoul of man.Hence 
- fit is that Fohz ſpeakes {o frequent. 
ly of ſpiritual hearing, afrer a Hy- 
potheticall manner : He that hath ar 
zare, &'c, That is, if any man hav] | 
ſpiritual | 
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£00, as a further degree of un- 
happineſs, You tell us that you 
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his Church Militant. 
ſviritual diſcerning, Let him heaxe 
what the Spirit ſaith to the Churches. 
[ncimating that a ſpiritual eare is 
a very rare thing to be. found, that 
hich no man hath, but he which! 
hath Chriſt with his ſpirit, that 
hath had his eares bored by the 
Spirit of Chriſt, as the Scripture 
ſpeakes ; all others are as deafe as' 
Adders, and cannot heate the voyce, 
of the charmer, charme he never fo 
wiſely. I would have all that live} 
in their fins, (crioufly conſider this 


will turne from your fins hereafter, 
and obey the call of God in the Mi- 
niſtry of his Word : but let me ask}. 
you this 5 Have you not hitherto]. 
curned the deafe eare upon God ?| 
Yes: Iandſo you will do for the 
me ro come; and the reaſon of both 
cheſame; becauſe Chriſtis not with 
your ſpirit, Let m:rcies.cal,corre&i-| 
ons call;let friends call,mother call,} 
| "5 Husband| 
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| (134 aniabas 
husband call, wife call;ler Miniſter! 
call, conſcience call; nay,letChriſf 
himſelf cal;inwhat voice he wil,ſti 
yoice,or loud yoice,in words never] 
l{o pleafing, or never {o piercing, . 
yet wilt not thou hear, becaule 
{Chriſt is not with thy ſpiric ; but, 
with Solomons fool, wilt on in thy 


th. 
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ſins, and be eternally puniſhed, 


|  Fifthly, a mans ſpirit without 


(Chriſt is without fee/:»g, ina dead 
{Palfic all over, 'which how dolo- 
rous ſuch a ſtate 18'in a corporal 


ſenſe, you know z much more dolo.| 


rous in aſpiritual ſenſe, Iam ſure, 
As the ſpirit-of man can neither 


The ſpirit of man without t he Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, is dead, Chriſt is to 


' jor ſpirits, as Our {ſpirits are unto 
our bodies, their life ; and life js: 


the principle of feeling:for thedead 


Rs 


feel nothing. When Chriſt mich 
is onr (life) ſhall appeao,&c. Where 


there 
_—_—i 
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ee, ſpeak, nor hear, ſo neither can' 
ir feel, without the Spirit of Chriſt, 
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' the ſoul by a ſecond act of divine 
juſtice, All humane ſpirits by ri 
ficſt ac of divine juſtice upon Adam, 
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| |chere is no Chriſt, there is no ife ; 


and where thereis ne life there is 


(peaks of ſome that were paſt feel- 


ing, having givex them over to laſci- 


greedizeſs, There the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of ſuch a ſenſleſneſs as lies upou 


are nacurallypaſt feeling,and would 


| 


1 


- iwith joy,1s in the other ſenſe, when 
thzy do nor affect the ſoul with joy: 


give up themſelvs unto all wicked- 
neſs with greedineſs,did notGod re- 
ſtrain. To be paſt feeling in this lat- 
ter teaſe, notes principally a want 


'of divine aff:ction, when fin doth; 


nat kindly afflict che ſoul wich 
ſorrow, as in the former ſenſe, when 
{ia doth not at all affect the ſoul 


no feeling. You know the Apoſtle 


by —— -_—_ 


viouſneſs,to work all uncleanneſs with| 


with ſorrow : when holy. ways and} 
works do not kindly affect the ſoul} 


at all, | but: rather. diſturb and pro 
[yoke to paſſion and malice. 
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126 Chrifts communion with [1 
1Iwould have all that live in 
their ſtnnes, ſeriouſly think on this 
3 {[alſo,afurther degree of untappineſs.| | an 

|K- [You have heard many powerful| | |ſe 
Sermens, which you have ſeen| | |4i 
work admirably upon others, and] | |C 
yet they have made no impreſſion| | |(p 
upon your ſpirits - and many hun-| | |#/ 

red more may. you: heare, and nor| | [a 
{divine impreſſion at laſt be made, | if 

and the reaſon-of both, one and the 

ſame, becayſe Chriſt: is not wih| | (a 
your ſpirits, and by rea ſon of this| | is 

your heartsare as Adamants, which] 
every - ſtroke hardens, but not} 
breakes it, Let the Maſter {mite 
and the man (mite ; let -God ſmite] 
land his Miniſter ſmite, and conſci-| | |: 
ence ſmite ; nay, let every member 
of the body be ſmitten with pu-| } | 
niſhment, to affe& the ſoul with 
({19,yet will itnot ſtir and complain,| 

ualeſs Chriſt be with it. i F 
Finally, a mans ſpirir without, | 
Chriſt, is wichout caſting or ſmel- 
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ling : to theſe ſenſes alſo ( you 
know ) the Scripture doth allude, 
and therefore ficly here may I, to 
ſer forth fully, the unhappy can- 
dition of every ſpirit without 
Chriſt. You know the Apoſile| 
ſpeakes of ſome, that ſavonred not the! 
the things of God, which'isa terme 
applyed in Scripture, to the ſenſe of 
ſmelling as well asto the ſenſe of ; 
taſting, and therefore for, brevity 

ake do There joyne both ſenſes. to- 


gether, in a Spiritual way of ol 


lufion, Why all that have not 
Chriſt with. their ſpirits, are ſuc 

3s cannot rightly ſavonr ſpirtityal| 
tings 3 ſuch put bitter fer [mees;|- 
4nd [weet for bitter. | | 
I would have all you that live in| 
our ſin, ſeriouſly think on this too 
s:2 further degree of unhappineſs. 
You come oft-rimes to Wiſdomes| 
home, and though the prepare you; 
[1 Spiritual dainties, yet you 
can reliſh nothing but ſom by things 


| that 
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[{hriveled ſouls, like men in a Con- 
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chat lie abour the diſh rather for or. 
2ament then for food. And would 
you know the reaſon of this?'tis be- 
[cauſe Chriſt is not with your ſpi- 
rits. If Chriſt were with you, you 
would feed on every diſh at Wiſe- 
loms Table, on Promiſes, yea, and 
In threatnings too; To the huneryl 


ſoul, every vitter thing is ſweet, ſaith 
Solomon. All that is g00d and whol- 
{om goes down well, where Chriſt 
is with the Spirit. You come fre-| 
quently ro Wiſdomes houſe, who 
keeps a Table here, and *twere far 
2 King, and yet you have lean] 


a. ith. 4 


ſumprion : every one tells you,tharſ 
you look as if you were fiarved, 
(peak and live,as if yonnever hearc 


years end - they t-l1; you that you 
are ſo lean and feeble,that-you need} 
che benefir of all the ſpirits, chat e-| 


yield,to ſtrengthen you and recover| 
you,and yet everydiſh almoltgoes a- 
| gainſt; 
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cipal happineſs to haveChriſt with 
our ſpiritsg(© it isa prime and prin- 
. (cipal evil and unhappineſs not to 


fore having laid open both beſore 


his Church Milttans. 


gainſt your ſtomacks:and that youd | 
eat is without ſavour or any other 
vertue,and {o you languiſh wta all 
dainties before you: and thus you 
willgo on languiſhing, until you 
quite conſume and periſh eternally, 
unleſs Chrift be with your {pirits, 

You ſee(I ſuppoſe) plainly by this| 
time,that asitis a prime and prin. 


| 


haveChriſt with our ſpirits. Wher-| 


you,let me intreat you all co. look 
in vpon your ſpirits, and {ce who] 
keeps company with them, Chriſt 
or the devil; one of theſe two 1s 


f 


i 


cording to the ſenſe and meaning 
of the Apoſtle in my text,you (hal; 
{find ir by theſe two things.rhe. body 1, 
| {dead becauſof ſin, and the |pirit is lif, 


with all our ſpirits. If Chriſt be nor 
with our ſpirits, the devil is and wi! 
be. If Chriſt be with your ſpirits,ac- 


ecauſ of righteou[aes, Panls characte: 
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140 Chrifts Communion with | 
 tof Chriſts ſpecial preſence in che 
ſoul of man upon earth, and there- 
fore of ſtrong authority, and if 
Chrift be in you, the bod) 1s dead be - 
cauſe of (ns, but the ſpirit is life be- 
cauſe of righteouſneſs. Rom. 8. 10. 
The body is dead becauſe of fin: 


deſtroyed, as in reſp:& of the guilt 
of it, (0 in reſpe& cf the dominion 
ofit. And the [p;rit is life becanſe of 
rigbteonſne|s: that is : the regenerate] 
part is v1gorous, in reference to all 
righteous wayes, | 

And if therefore you would 
know whether Chriſt be with your 
pirits, ſee whether your bodies be| 
dead becauſe of fin : Whether you 
labour to bring every thought into 
ſubjetion to Chriſt ; or whether you 
do not allow your ſelves liberty to 
(ome evill, out of love to ſome 
pleaſure or profit ; which is that 
principally, wherein the dominion} 
»f-fin conſiſteth ; as Paul hints unto 
[ us 
ape Er I AY Ms ra Ea 6 an 
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that is, the body of corruption is] |. 


E 


[us, where he ſaith ; The ewill whic 


approve of it in my heart,nor plea 

{for it with my tongue z but ſtrive 
againſt it with "all my ſtrength ;| 
ſand it would be more Joy to me, £0 


| dome conferred to me. This is the 
Chrift with his ſpirit. 
| |be alive becanſe of righteouſneſs, - 


| [you would know whether Chri 
| tbewith your ſpirits or not,See whe-|- 


| kther holy wayes do heartily affe& 


|bis ſpirit : his ſpirit leapt within 


womb, when they ſpake of draw- 


bs Care ela, 


his Church Militant. | 


I' do, 1 allow not. Thatis, I do not 


be rid of it, then if I had a King] 
tauguage right, of one that hath] 


Secondly,ſee whether your ſpirits 


— 2 


you:I rejoyced when they ſaid,come 
let us go to the Houſe of the Lord, 
ſaith the Pſ/a/miff, He ſpake like 
a man, having Chriſt indeed with 


him, like the babe in Elizabeth 
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ing neere to God, in the du- 
ties of his worſhip. A Chriſtian 


chat hath Chriſt wich his ſpirit, 
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I42 
hes a taking tranſcendent beauty in 


of pleaſnre,and pats of peace;whichis 
Ipoken in referenge to-ſuch as have 
Chriſt with their ſpirits, for others 
find no ſuch thing in them. And his 
Spirit opens in them like flowers in 
[the Sun,and ſmells fragrantly, then 
bends and cleaves to them in that 


them. Andif you find theſe things 


your ſpirits. 

1 may turn this character into 
another form,asPax/ doth, and tel] 
you in his words, that he which 


6.17. They that have Chriſt with 
their ſpirits are one ſpirit with 
Chriſt. This expreſſion(1 conceiv)is 
ſomrhing explain'd by theſe follow - 


ing words; And the maltitnde of them 
that believed,were of one heart and one 


allV Viſdoms ways:they are all ways 


in you,] think | may ſafely tei you] 
to your comfort, thatChriſt is withy 


| 


Z 
Joyned 10 the Lord is one (pirit, 1 = 


ſouls ſweetneſs, which he finds in|. 


fonl, Acts 4.32. or as the Original 
| hath 


_— kf 


their ſpirits, are heart and ſoul one 
with G 
& idem nolle. What Chriſt loves, 


neſs, and hates iniquity; - Thox haſt 
loved righteouſneſs, and bated iniquity, 
| &'c. Pſal- 45. 9. Fhey that have 


and ſoul one with Chriſt in this. 


PV 


[Jemns, Twas Chriſts meat ano 


thar have Chriſt with their ſpirits, 
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hath j it,n xp) a 4 hoy wad, heart” '& ſou 
one: They char have Chriſt With 


hriſt. They do idem velle, 


they love, and what Chriſt hates, 
they hate z Chriſt loves righteoul-! 


Chriſt with their ſpirits, are heart 


,They love righteouſneſs, that is,al] 
righteous ways: and hate iniquity, 
that is, all that Gods V Vord con- 


— — 


drink,to do his Fathers will : they 


are one ſpirit with Chriſt in this, 
*T1sjoy to the juſt to do judement,(aith 


ing the greateſt,  Whoſorver ſhall 


ment, as well as about keep- 


break ons of the le aft commanaments, 


Solomon, Chriſt was tender as] 
]bour keeping the leaſt commande- 


and 
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'44 » Chrifts Communion with 
and teach men ſo, he fball be calle \*h 
the leaft in the Kingdome of Heavend| be 
Mat 5. 19. They that have Chriſlif * 
[with their ſpirits, are heart and}; ; 
ſoul one with Chriſt in his; they|ſ;.. 
are tender to keep all Gods com-If. 
nandments : leaft as well a -1 
F- oreatelt, So ſhall. 1 not bel C 
[ confounded 4 whil þ 1 have reſpet |: 4 oe 
ro 6ll thy Commandments, ſaith]. . 
David. Ido not conceive the placeſſ.,! 
fore-Cited ſo, as if Chrift did a&-|,,. 
count of one part of his Fathers|| g 
will above another - I rather think 
that he there ſpeaks Phariſzorum(| 
ore, in the Phariſes dialeQ, whc| - 
would make the world beleevye.,thar -oþ 
they mightily laboured to keep ſom: 
preeepts, 'but others they thought. || 
Jas many of us now do, that they|||.. 
need not be ſo ſtrit about, Now| Y 
[Chriſts tender Spirit for. his Fa-|| 
thers honour, could not brook this 
halting 1n Religion; and they that|| 
have Chriſt with their ſpirits, are||] 
heart! | \- 
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jeart and (ſou) one with Chriſt in 
this. That commandment which' 
athe moſt ſay is one of the leaf, and; 
may be diſpenſed withalz or ar' 
"IMeaſt need not be ſo ftrialy leok't 


«1h 
| 


#paco ; char, as well as any other, 
LS 
. 
4 


whilſt a pretious part of .Chriſts 
Iwill.a man that hath Chniſt with 
| iS ſpicit, wil we tender to obſerve. 


h 
e 


” 


Davids ſpirit ſmote him, for cut-| 
ing the lap of Sauls garment, as 
Iwell as for cutting off the life of 
"Wriah : which plainly ſhews, thar 
men which have Chriſt wich their | 
IIſpirits, are tender about the avoi J- 

Ting of ſmall fins, as well as 
great | ; 
Now poſſibly ſome of :you by 

obieg hath been ſail, may ſee, that 

[Jas yet you have not Chriſt with 
|[your ſpirits; 1 ſhall adireſs my (elf 
lin the firſt place, particularly tol 

[ſjfpeak to you , -and then in the 
Iljſecond place, I ſhall addreſs 
{my ſelf, particularly to ſpeak to 


ſuch 
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jpread ro put4n thy head,then want 
{Ghriſt to be in thy he zart, Thou! 


" Chrifts Communion with 


Ibeen {aid,diſcernedthatChriſt is in; | 


yer Chrift is not with your ſpirits ; 


[ have cnly theſe two thingsto fay,| 
abour co bewaile your orcat want;| 
as perſons, deeply ſenſible of it, and 


then labonr to oet this great want 
ſpeedily ſupplied, 


oreat want, as perſons deeply affect 

ed with it. 'Tis the greateſt want in 
the world, to 
with a mans ſpirit, Other wants 
may be affliting wants, but this is 
a damning want. Other wants, may 
make thee ac{piſed of men, bur this 
want will make thee for ever to be 
2bhorred of God, Thou were better, 
want riches, thou were better want 
honours znay,thou were better want 


”—_ betcer. want thy deare husband|. 


al oy nS thy 


ts. 


fuch of you, as have by what han. 8 


deed withyour ſpirits, To you whichl|- 
by what hath been ſaid, ſee, chat as|| 
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Firſt, labour to bewaile your, | 


ll 


MEjchy ſweet Wife to lie in thy bo-f 
ſom, then want Chrift-co lie there. 
Nay, thy foul were better -to þb 
without thy body,then to be with 


Her Heaven that mak?s a Hellcoa 
{Chriſt ro be with his ſpirit, For 


Jry? but chis: that Chriſt is not with! 


| Reavily,and mourn bitterly,beg they 


to his ſeryant I may fitly ajlude to, 
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. 
etC hriſt, If there beany wafit un- 


man upon earth, it is this; to want 


what 1s that makes hell, Hell ? a 
place full of ſin, and full of miſe-/ 


choſe ſpirits : they are ſpirits ever: 
laſtingly excluded from all commu-! $i 
nion with Chriſt. Now whereas $ | 
great wants make you complain Kt 


P 


Lord co make thefe things fink into! 
your ſpirits, that you may be ſen- 
{ible of rhis great want of wants, 
chat your ſpirits are without Chriſt, 
and ſo without God in this world 
that ſo all ſorrow for others wants 
may me-t and run in one channel, t 

bewail this great want. Sauls fpeec 


Va. 


Come 
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br? _ Chriſts comm 
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uniea with . 


Come let us returne (ſaid he) left my Ww 


Father leave caring for the Aſſes, ans 
mh thought for us. f you tha 
mourne for this want,and that want: 


wich your ſpirits, you would with 
Kiſh quickly leave mourning for 
trifles, and begin to mourne for 
irhings of. weight. Come O my 
{ſoul! ceaſe mourning for father and 
[mother,ceaſe mourning for husband 
and wife, for children and ſub 
ſtance, and begin to mourne for 
}ehis, that thou yer lives Chriſtleſs, 
jand art in theready way to dye, 
and periſhremedileſs | 


0 bleed inwardly, under your great 


Lord, and ſupply it. And to make 
[your prayers prevalent, urge the 
[promiſe ofGod, wherein he hath en- 


. When you have got your hearts] 


did but feel 'the want of Chrif] 


(want, then cry mightily to the 


pads 


gaged himſelf rodo good in Chriſt, 
ro them that are afar off. Thy ſoul 
yR_w findeft farr off from Chriſt - 


_— = 
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why, | 


ec a © 


pods x —_—— ——— 
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|oeneral promiſe, and therefore no 


| | jone therefore upon this ground, 


\Gentiles, who ſometimes were afarr 
| ef, not to this Gentile or that but! 


why, the promiſe(ſaith theApoſtle) 
if Chriſt and ſalvation by him iS 
ro ſuch. For the promiſe is to you an 
to your children, and to all that ay 


IC «farre off 1 This Peter ſpake by 
way of comfort, as now I do, ro 


uch as felr their ſpirits wichout 
Chrift , withoutgrace and hope of 
glory. Chriſt you ſee is under a 


{oul ſhould deſpaire of obtaining 
him. He is promiſed to the Jewes, 
and not onely to them, but to ug 

e 


to all that are prickt-in heart ſor 
the want of him. - For the promiſe 
is to you andto your children, and to 
all that are afarre off, Let every 


that feels his ſpirit pricke and 
wounded, for want of Chr ſt, rake 
worJs to himſelf, and go unto 
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(od, and ſay. | 
O God 1 my ſoul js a poorChrift-} 
H [e fe. 
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fo _Corifts Comm union with © 
leſs foul. I finde by wofnl expert: I! 
ence, that the Lord Tefus is not] 
with my ſpirit,by reaſon of whic Wi: 
[7 live wickedly to thy diſhonouryſ| 
and fhall,1 know not how ſoong} 
die miſerably, ro mine own eternall|\? 
jundoing, if rhon do not ſhew mercy] 
upon me, according to rhy pro-| 
miſe. Thon haſt aid that thou wilt] 
beftow Chriſt,grace and ſalvation, 
{apon them thar are afar ;off;] 
make-good thy gracious -promuſe | P 
iro me, whoſe ſpiric is far from 
Chriſt, grace and all good ,ſo ſhalr 
chou oblige me forever nnto thee, 
land 7 ſhalltell of thy goodnefs as || 
{long as live, #@# | 
Having | thus ſpoken what |, 
thought fir, ro ſuch as finde by 
what was formerly delivered, that|| 
-\Chriſt is not with cheir fpirits 5p 
hall in the next place ſpeak unto 
you, that by what was formerly de+: 
'Frered- finde, that!Chriſt is with 
your ſpirits. Something by way of] 


| : councel 
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51 
[{councel, and ſomething by way -0 
1{Coaſolation, 7 have to delver unto| 
tyou. Three things by way of coun- 
Fife! 7 would commend unto you {| 
Thankfully acknowledee this great fa- 
[vour;carefrlly preſervis wt. indsſiri- 
Hlon/ly labour to augment it. . 


— 


|] Firft,thankfully acknowledg this 
great favour: *Tis a pearle of great} 
{price, that God hath caſt into thy || 
| boſome to giveChrift to be with thy 
he : and forpreat fayours, every 


ne will acknowledge it very fit, 
anJ juſt, that they ſhould be thank- 
{iful. 'Tis ajewel tharmhriſt {carce 
|| leives to one of ten thouſand :and 
| {for rare gifts, every one will teadi: 
\| {ly confeſs ir to be great ingratitude, 
|| int thankfully to acknowledgef 
| them. Doeſt thou not heare ſome 
ſwear, ſome curſe, ſome lye, like 
|| [their father the devil? Why,thou 
;would'ſt have beenſuch an one,hag 
/ | jnorGod givenChrift co be with thy 

— fipirit, -FL2—- --- Doe 
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Saints? Why thou would't have 
given Chriſt co be with thy ſpi- 
a God of their belly, ſome make 2 


ſome mad,ſome patting farre from 


jchem the evill day, liveing as 


chey ſhould never dye £ Why, thou 


Iwouldeſt have. b-en ſuch an one. 


had not God given Chriſt to b 


ſome Cains, ſoms Demas's, ſome 
Tudas's ? Why, amongſt the nam. 
bet of theſe wouldeft thou hav. 
been, had not God given Chriſt 
co be with thy (ſpirit. Wherefore 
magnifie the Lord with all thy 
might, and ler all that is. withi 

thee praiſe his holy name. Thin 

bur how it was witk thee, _—_ 
thy 


—_— 


4 


Doeft thou not f:e ſome Drunk-l |} 


jards, fome - Whoremaſters, ſome 
murderers, ſome perſecutors of che 


rit, Doeft thou nor ſee ſome make] |] 


God of their wealth ; ſome thro 
| 


with thy ſpirit. Doeſt thou noi] | 
ſee ſome Nabals, fome Feſabels,| 
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"bis Church Militant. 153 
pirit was without Chriſt, How 
ooliſh thow waſf ſerving divers Iufts : 
ow the God of this world which 
{ rules mightily in rhe [children of} 
diſobedience, did rule mightily in 
thee. How weake thy ſpirit was, 
| and eafily overcome and carried 
captive of every luſt. How drunken. 
thy ſpirit was, and re:led from one 
opinion to another; one day thou 
houghtrſt thas and thus, and ano-| 
her day thog thoughtſquite con- 
trary. I ſay, doe but think of theſe 
hings, and how the Lord migh 
juſtly have left rhee ſtill, ro have 
gone on thus, until thou hadſt pt- 
riſhed, as he hath done many thou- 
(ſands, and then be unthankful for 
jeie communion of Chriſt with thy 
ſpirit, if thou canſt. Ir was this 
[conſideration that ſet Paula won- 
dering at the goodneſs of the Lord.| 
7 was 4 blaſphemer, a perſecutor, &c.\ 
get 7 obtained mercy. He circum- 
flexes this terme [/ yet [1]7braen 
H 3 wercy 
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EW 


ercy, &c. It was wonderful in his| 
ye, that God ſhonld give Chriſt 
co dwell with (uch a bloudy bla(- 
jheming. ſpirit, as. he had.. In this 
way I1ct us go to work, to raile 
our dull ſpirits, to magnific the] 
free goodneſs of the Lord : for 'cis 
a work of all works that God 
loves. T wasa man ofa very proud,| | 
'ipaſlionate, malicious, nacleane| 
pPiris z and yer I obtained mercy. 
;Gaod hath given Chriſt co be with] + 
this cepraved ſpirit, and in alittle; 
time he hath done yery much and| 
made a manifeft change in m 
'fpirit s of very proud, he hat 
'made it in ſome meaſure humble; 
of very paffionate, in ſome meaſure 
patient , ef very malicioas, in ſome 
meaſare loveing zof very unc! ane, 
in ſome meaſure continent, CO ! the 
riches of his love , hew nnſearchable 
7s his mercy, and his love paſt find- 
ling out, 
\ Secendly, asI would have you! 
| thankfullyt 


=—_——  _————— 


. a 
— ea. ee OS © 


_— ” 


——} 


{hankfully acknowledg this great| 
favour, ſo I would have you care- 
Jfully: labour to preſerve it. You 
{find that you haveChrift with your 
pirits, take heed you do not loſeſ 
him. Thou- wert Corive loſe thy 
life, than loſe the ſpecial preſence 
| fof Chriſt with thy ſpirit. *Tis a 
iprime- and principal bleſſing, as 
How haſtheard, a bleſſing of morc 

7orth than this world: nay, of 
v fmore worth than thy ſon], whict: 
Chriſt values above the worlc. 
Now choyce things,we are uſ ually 
very careful of, and keep them 
hoycely. Chriſt tetally (1 know) 
n no man loſe, which hath him 
frer a (pecial manner, preſent with 
This ſpirit: but according to ſome 
prime and principal] operations 
he may : according to others, 
very far, though not totally: A 
man may loſe the preſence 


| as ; as | a - Comforter./ 
> Ha. _ : = 
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of. Chrift. . with His - ſpirir; 


he Comforter which ſhould reletve 
ſoul 15 farre from me laith, Fe- 
þemiah, Lam. 1. 16. in, the \perſon 


DO 


was thus ſtript of Chriſt by his 


Jolorous complaints, which fre- 
 (cleane gone forever? doth his pro- 


forgotten to be gr aHOns * hath bein 
$4arger ſhut &p his tender mercies *| 


will he be favourable no more? Plal. 
ans towaards Qhrift, make Chriſt 


jrotally alter his cariage towards 
them ; though for his promiſe 


himſelf f rom them, 
$ As when Chriſtians doe not 


{in, in all the occaſions of it ; then 


of the afflited Church.j *Tis pro-|? 
able- enough, .that Davids. ſpirit] 


ll the Lordcaft off for ever ? and, 


{77. $,9- Some carriages in Chriſtis| 


ſake, he will never totally remove|' 


Chriſt, in ſtead of being a Com- 
| forter 


| 
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uently we reade of. 1s his mercy, | 


iſe faile for evermore ? Hath God || 
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keep their watch ſtrialy againſh | 
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_ in ſtead of ſp:aking ſweet things, 


and increaſe their {weet commu- 


(man and himſelf, and leaves the 
' (It is the voice of my beloved that 


Cho with the drops of the night. The 


- 
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155 
t Orter, becomes a CONVIncer ; anc 


—_ 
i. 


he ſpeaks very bitter unto the ſou]. 
This was the caſe of David and 
'Peter, Or when Chriſtians are| 
Careleſs, and ſluggiſh, romaintain 


nion with Chiiſt, unyeelding to 
[the ſweet motions of the ſpirit of, 
Chriſt, and turning oft-times the 
deafe eare againſt the ſtill voice be-| 
hind them, which faith, this is the 
"way, walk iz it, Then Chriſt draws] 
a curtaine between the ſpirit of 


({pirit of man in the dark, and full 
of feares. 'This1is notably illuſtra-; 
ted by the language of the ſpouſe, 


knocketh, ſaying, Open to m: my fifer, 
my Love, my Love, my undefiled: for 
wy head is filled with dew, and my 


| 


Church was convinced of this,that 
it was her beloved ſeeking neerer 
> 


comnrynion 
- > 


—————_—_ 


— 


| 


ſerve how ſhe replies, 7 bave put off 


communion with her, and yet ob- 


{ 


[comforter forſake your ſpirit. 


[ open to my Beloved, but my Belove 
had withdrawn himſelf and was gone : 


hien but 1 could not find him, 1 called 


withyour ſpirits, as a comforter, 
make Chriſtian nſe of what I have 
ſaid, that you may ſtill enjoy ſo 
oreat a mercy» Andif you loſe the 
Lord Jeſas Chriſt, as comforter to 
your ſpirits, miſcrable comforters 
will al] other things prove unto you 
You will mcurn, and none will be 
able to comfort you, if Chriſt as a 


my ſoul failed whey he (pake : 1 ſourht 


[2s but he gave we no an{wer:Cant.s5| 
| [You that find the preſence ofChriſt 


SeconiIly. as a leader, a man may 


Chrit with his ſpirit, As if 2 


Chriſtian take liberty to fin againſt} 
me; 


—_—RR ym. 
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my coat, how ſhall I patit on ? Thave | 
waſhed my feet, how ſhall I defile them 


—_— 


very far loſe the communion of | 


I 
[Chriſt firſt or laſt (if not timely 


as : 
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up in his ſpirit: this will make 


lzokt unto) leave a man to his 
own underſtanding, to ſteere his 
courſe; and then will ſuch a man 


declare himſelf quickly,to be a foo! 
and beaft, in many points, as David 


ſaith. Have you not ſeen Chriſtians 
' of grear light erre in judgement : 
_ anderre in practice? Whence comes 
this weeakneſs, but from hence,| 


that Chriſt asa leader ſtands alooſfe 


|from their ſpirit ? which is a plaip| 
jemonſtration that a man may loſe 


the preſence of Chriſt with his ſpi- 
irit, asa leader. David ( I beleeve) 


the former, by woful experience. 
A man may colle& roomuch cleerly 
from his own words. Caſt me not 


1away from thy preſence, and take 


found the cruth of this;as wel as of|. 


ot thy holy ſpirit from me 


[Pſaime 51. 11- There the ſpiriy 
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Carifts Communion with 
of God. 15 therefore called by 
Davida holy Spirit, becauſe holy 
in himſelf (che Spirit of the holy 
od, as he ſaid to Daniel) but 
principally here, as I conceive, 
&þ officio: becauſe the worker of 
holineſs in us. David doubtleſs by 
his fall, foffnd an exceeding weak- 
neſs in his ſpiric,nnto all good,over 
what formerly he did, and ſtrong 


propenſity again to erre 1 as e-| 


7ery a of fin, leaves ſeed and 
pawn upon the ſpirit to bring 
. [forth more. to cover the firſt, or to 
-ommirt the like again. Bur 
- [more then all this z he found 

Chriſt to ſtand aloof from his 
- {ſpirits not exerciſing that ſpeci- 
11 dominion in his ſpirit,as before, 
for the ſubduing of luſt, and ſug- 
oefting of holy motiens and de- 
fires; but leaving himas it were 
to himfelf, as one with whom he 
would have no more todo. And 
cherefore doth David ſo dolefuily 
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bis Church Militant, "_ 1& 
complaine, Caſt me not awayfrom| 
[147 preſence, 4nd rake, not thy (holy. 
TiSpirit from me : you therefore 
which finde Chrift with, your| 
ſpirits, as a tender leader, takej ' . ! 
heed of finning againſt any part] |? 
of that light, which he ſets up in| | 
[|your underſtandings; or againſt ;4 
| |any motions of his ſpirit, which 44 
ae ſug geſted unto you;leſt he leave] r4 
you to your own light, and ro 
| [your own ſtrength : and then will 4 
[you run ſrom leſs fins to greater, 14 

from one fan to another, like David b 

| (and Peter, to the ſcandalizing off 1.0 
| The Goſpel, and the deſperate 4.9 
wounding of your own ſouls. {xi 

| Therbicd and1aſt thing chat 1] © | 
would commend unto you, by 
way of councel, is this: labour to 14 
augment his great favour. You [3 
find Chriſt with your (ſpirits la-| | : 
bour indu ftriouſly, to haveChrift we. 
ore and more with your ſpirits, {of 
'Tisa prime and principal bleſſing, 1.3 
as| 
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lonowledye of his willin all wiſdom and 
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1aſt Chriſt with thy ſpirit as a 


yet 'more t intimate with thee, and 
oPzn unto thee, in impatcing divine 
myſteries, if thou follow ow to know, 
it thou humbly forget, and look 0- 


{yer all rhow haſt, and preſs hard 
[-neer more: the rhings thou knoweſt 


nor, Chriſt will teach thy ſpiric, 
morning by morning,3s by the lear- 


neJ.Cirift hath raughtthyſpiritma-| 


ny traths; why, he will lead thy ſpirit 
into alltruth,if thou urpe his promiſe 
and beleeve. He will f/thee with the 


(ſpiritas Comforter; why thou maiſft 


ſpiritual underſtanding, if thou pray 
forit,as Pal did for theColoſiens. 
Thoa fndeft Chriſt with thy 


avever mach more conſolation 


from him, if thou ſtudy to be more' 


zliable to him. Thon haftChriſt ci- 


ceacher , why thou maiſt have him! 


nappineſs as poſſibly you can:Thon| | 
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f have Chriſt pouring in flagons 0 


bis Charch Militant, 
pe: drops of conſolation 


_— 


intothy 


ſpiric,now and the n;whythou maiſt 


love into thy ſoul, filling thee with 
joy ay 6mm and full of glory, 
if chon bring thy ſpirit to be, more 
lowly and meek; for ſuch. finde 


"moſt reſt to their ſouls :if thou care*| 


fully keep coming to Chriſt ſill in e- 
very preſſure of ſpiritsfor ſuch bnae 


fl 
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moſt eaſe : that is, renewing faithy 
ſtiil,as thou reneweſt thy fins, 


Thou findeſt Chriſt with thy ſpi- 


rit, asa quickner and ſtrengrhner| 


ty:why thou maiſt finde him yet 
more mighty with thy ſpirit this 
wayzif thou ponre out thy ſpirit 
often with David for quickning 
grace:andif thou more deny thine 
own firength,and caſt thy ſelf more 
upon his.4, Could we but atrzin 
Pals height in (elf-denial,to be no- 
thing in our ſelys(thewgh] aw nothing 


| 


| 


| 


(ſaith he)we ſhou'd fin: Chrift glort- | 
ouſly preſenc ſtil with our ſpirits, &b| 
'\more conſtant in zeal and ſtrength | 
to 
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194. Chrifts Communion with 


every good work, then we are, 1 
conclude this thus, be (o tractable 
coChriſt,that chou mayft with Mary 
win upon Chriſt ſtill; and think 
that thou canſt never be neer e- 
nough ro bim,nor intimate enough 
with him z and this is the ready; 

ay, to have aHeaven upon earth: 
for the more we get Chriſt to be 
- {with our ſpirirts,the more truly may 
we be ſaid ro bein Heaven. 


| Thelaſt thing that Thaverto ſay 
:o you, that find Chriſt with your 
ſpirits, is matter of conſolation, 
[Here is comfort for you againſt fa- 
mine, When thy bedy wants 
food,Chriſt that is with thy ſpirit, 
will give that meat to eat, which 
he world knows not of ; ſo that 
when others repine, and curſe God; 
and their King in their extremity. 
1s the Prophet ſp-akes ; thou 
halc be patient in prayer to him,] 
who can command Ravens to 
bring! 


—_— 


ing thee bread and fleſh to feed on; 
and will, rather then thou ſhalt 
\ſtarve, if thy life maybe more fol 
ihisglory, then thy death, 
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Here's comfort for you againft 
the ſword, In the midſt of L 


croubles and fears, Chriſt thart is 
with thy ſpirit will bear thee u 
adniirably, What is the face of 
an enemy to terrifieg if Chriſt be 


— 


with thy ſpirit, What is the ſpoil- 
ling of thy goods ? nay, what is the 


with thy foul « A Mountain © 
miſery, iS bue as a Mole-hil), if 
Ghriſt ſupport the ſpiric. To think 
of theSword is a naked reference to 
fleſh and blood, and fo nothing is 
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(polling thy bedy, if Cm 


more terrible: but let us that feare 


Chriſt that is with our ſpirits,and' 
then we ſhall not be troubled, 
though 'we heare of Wars and 


rumours of Warres, no more 


then 


ee. . 
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the Lord think of it,in reference to 


| 


ſrhe Kingdom, | What is any wif: 
aſe ro the body, if Cliriſt be with 
by :ſoul'? As the outward man de- 
leayed,: the igward.man ſhall be re- 
Jnewed. daily: becauſe Chriſt is 


full of pain, thy ſoul ſhall be full 


with thy.ſp irit, When wy body is] 


of comfort, becauſe Chriſt is with, 
jchy ſpirit. When thy body: is | 
leevled "ich f ts of death; thy. fou] 


with thy ſpirit. The Plague of the 


Plagues be not upon the ſpirit, to 
twir, deſtitute of Chrift. 

| Here is comfortfor you againſt 
perſecution, When men frown | upon 
thee without, Chriſt will ſmile up- 

'on thy ſpirit within - when men 
Jade the outward: man with re- 
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(hall be ſealed with the Holy Ghoſt | 
anto erernal life, becauſe _ *Y 


body is nothing, if this Plague of & 


proaches If 
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\'ſſ bis © Charch Mita, 165, 
e| | jproaches, Chiiſt will fill: thy 
mmward' aan with comforts : 
jwhen men fhut up thy body 


Chriſt will give thy ſpirit a large 
freedom mmunion with. him- 
(elf. Whea men ftrik- thy body, 
[Chrift will troke chy foul : when 
men kill thy body, Chriſt will ſave 
chy ſoul. Ina word, as the afflicti- 
ons. of Chriſt abound in thy 
body, fo the conſolations of 
Chriſt ſhall abonnd in thy| 


| 


by becauſe Chrift is withſ 


| (chy ſpirit. Name any miſery 
| Jchat is incident to man, and 
| There's comfort te bs ſacke onr; 
[of chis point, to oppoſe unto 
it. Finally, vn life, in death, 
| jand eternally after death, Chriſt| 
that is with thy ſpirit will be; 
gain utito thee, Thy life he 
will make comfortable, thy 
leath hopeful; tEy being after death] 
*ternally joyful, Wherefore ] 


Will 


I. 
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168 Clrifts communion with, & c. || 
will conclude my Scrmon for the, | 
o00d of you, as Saint Paw! doth his : 
Epiſtle for the good of Timethy. The 
Lord FeſusChrijt be with your ſpirits. © 
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